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About 
Things Indifferent in 
Matters of Religion, 
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and refolved : wherein the 
juſt bounds cf Impoſing on 
one hand , 8nd of Obey- 


Ing on the other, are 
truly Fixed, 
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after the things that make for. 
peace, and things wherewith one 
may edifte another, 

B:rnard. Pacem contemnentes 
Gloriam quarentes, pacem per- 
dunt & gloriam. 
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Caſes of 


| CONSCIENCE 


About 
| Things Indifferent in 
Matters of Religion, 
Briefly , yet faithfully ſtated 
and reſolved : wherein the 
juſt bounds cf Impoſing on 
one hand , and of Obyg- 


ing on the other, are 
truly Fixed, 


By an Indifferent Hand. 


afrer the things that make for 
peace, and things wherewith one 
may edifte another. 

B:rnard. Pacem contemnentes 
Gloriam quarentes, pacem per- 
— dunt & gloriam. 


London, Printed for Thomas Dring, 
and are to be ſold at the Sign of the 
corge in Fleet-ſtrees, 9 the 
fs Shop in Weftmindier-Hall. 
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Rom.1 4.1 9. Let us therefore follow [5 
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The Preface. 


\Ad experience in 

every Age, cſpeci= 
ally i in ours, hath taught 
-us, that the Intereſſed 
* Wits of men,on every 
-lide | having found ſo 
-much to be ſaid for 
_their op opinions, and 


J- againſt anothers, have 


widened differences ro 
+ſo vaſt a d:ftance, that 
athe Wit of man may 
.cven deſpair of a per- 
fect cloſure. Indeed,the 
Wiſdome from above, 
A 3 that 


The P refacc. 


. that is pure and peace- 
able, and the Grace of 
Self- denial and Bro- 
therly /ove can onely 
do it, 

- Yer, methinks, where 
there are iwo great Bo- 
aies divided and enga- 
oed in 4 Church or 
Kingdome, even Mo» 


ral wiſdom ſhould fore- 


fee the evil, and make 


timely Application of ' 


preventing Remeates, 


For which , there | 


ſeem bur three waies 


open to us : Converſion | 
or Subverſion of one | 
of the parties, or a {| 
ConceſSien of both, The | 


fiſt 


* y WS - 
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firſt is hardly to be ex- 


petted ; the ſecond is 


not to be deſired g, but, 
how happy were Eng- 
land, if the laſt were 
obtained ! 

But yet I humbly 
crave leave to diſtin - 
guiſh , betwixt #hat 
Cauſe & Party which 
the Zaw owneth, and 
that which it doth nots 
neither, doT ask ſuch a 
Conceſſion from the 
preſent Law, as would 
maintain and uphold 
both theſe parties., as 
they are parites s One- 
ly, this I apprehend as 
a thing deftreable, that 
A 4. the 


The Preface 
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the w4y might be made | 
{ſo fair, or at leaſt (con- | 
{idering the Temptati- | 
on) paſſable, that the 
diſſenting party might | 
come over to the other, |} 
and remaine no longer | 
a aiſtinf# body from it, | 
So that the perſons that 
uphold that which is 
called the illegal party, 
or at leaſt the 2v4in body 
of them (tor ſore will 
be unreaſonable; might 
be preſerved , though 
_ the party be loſt; and 
upon a fair comply- 
ance, and as it were,ad- 
ding or adjoining ther - 
ſelves to the Church, 

may 
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may be united and e:- 
1 Sodied with it, and have 
{ the /azze protection and 
» | kindeneſs of the Law. 
- | It oneof the parties 
5 ſhould be contented 
thus to ſacrifice it (elf 
J ro the peace of the 
| Church, and the hoxor 
J of the other it 15 pity, 
but that the farviving 
pariic, that enjoyes the 
] Juheritanee, thould co- 
1 verthe nakedneſs of its Fudaicam 
| Brother deceaſed ; and, P75'sun 
as St Auguſtine ſpeaks fuiſſe ſepe- 
of the Fewiſh Church, ###24m- 
allow him a handſome 
and honorable Burial, 
Herein, I humbly 


A 5 COn- 


EP 


Tn The Fireſace. * 
b.. ccnceive, conſiſts tie | 
INTEREST of the | 
Churca of England ;, | 
which'alſo I have made ' 
my defigne and labour | 
in this ſmall Treatiſe, 
by making the Rule of | 
Impoſition as low and | 
narrow,and.the Ruze of * 

obedience as high and 
large as the Scriptures, ? 
the meafure of both, ? 
would allow me: : 
And *tis Fappy that 1 
Our Intereſt isallo our | 
Duty; tor, if, on the | 
one ſide, nothing b- } 
required, but what is | 
expedient in its due la- {| 

tiade z and on the 0- 
ther,. | 
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ther, nothing be refu- 


{ed that is not unlaw- - 
1 fall according to $cr7i- 


pture , doubtleſs the 
way of Peace would not 
be ſo much unknown 
unto Us. 

I do much Revere 
thac grave ſaying of 
Seneca, Non expedit 


! concutere felicem Sta-_ 


tuwms; It 1s not ſafe to 


ſhake a happy State: yer, 


by the ſameline of rea- 
ſon we are all led to uſe 
the beſt of our Conrſels 
for the ſettlement of the 
_ , and making It 
appye 

Te Sentence of St. 

Ats- 
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The P reface. 
Auguſtine is allo 
weighty; Ipſa mntatio | 
Conſnetudins,etium que | 
adjuvat utilitate, novi- | 
tate pertierbat , the ve- 
ry change of a Cuſtom | 
may ſometimes ſpoil } 
any other good that” } 
may acciue by it, even | 
by its Novelty 5 but, T 
thick, none will affirm 
the Rule to be #ntver- 
fal, and to extend to 
all Cuſtoms, and to all } 
ſeaſons and exigents of $ 
the Church ; and if {# 
chat be acknowledged, 
what remains, but that 
the conveniences and 
znconventences of ſome 


ſmall 


The Preface. 


ſmall alterations for the 
gaining of ſome , yea 
74ny brethren, and the 
eſtab/iſhment of the 
Church in quietneſs, 
be equally conſidered, 
and then the concluſt- 
on be made and not 
b:fore? 

I acknowledge,there 
is much of Wiſdome, 
much of Peace in that 
notable Adaze 53 Ma- - 
lum bene poſurum non 
eſt movendum, an Evil 
that is onely ſo, becauſe 
znconvenient , being 
placed well, is not ro 
be removed ; Icft by 
plucking out a Ruſty 
nail 


The Preface. 
z4il the whole Fabrick 
tall about your ears : 
.yet its poſſible , a ma- 
lam, a little 2nconvent- 
enc: ill placed may be 
the cauſe of a great 
mifchief, as the ſmalleſt 
errour in a curious 
Watch may happen to 
check the whole Mo- 
$100: 

Yet, I am abſolutely 
averſe from that anti- 
ent Petition, Tolle Le- 
gem & fiet certamen, 
take away the Law and 
we will diſpute : that 
were, indeed, to begin 


in confuſion, and moſt | 


likely tocnd in devour- 


ing | 


The Preface. © 
inz and conſuming cne 
another : bur, I hum- 
bly offer , Whether 
5 ſomething of the &:- 
; | gour of Law might not 
be abated , or ſome 
ſmal matters #3-77] 0in- 
ea; not, that we might 
fizht,bur that we mighc 
agrce,and rejoice toge- 
ther as the ſons of Peace, 
' | in $S70ns proſperity. T 
mean, not in two 4/- 
ftinct bodies, and par- 
ties in the Churchs 
bur, thus united,and of 
two maze ones that un- 
der one and the ſame 
Prince and Law z one 


and the ſame Eccleſta- 
| Fical. 


Ye: k. 
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The Preface. 


ftical Government, pro- 
feſling one and thi 
ſame Do@#rine and Li- 
tnrgy, we might all as 
one man jolatly p roſe- 
cute one and the ſame 
glorious ends, the de- 
tence of the Goſpe/,and 
the ſaving of Souls. 
\.. But it may not be 
#»ſcaſonable, to put the 
Caſe, that the Supream 
Authority will not ad- 
mit of any alteration of 
that which is already e- 
ſtabliſhed by Law, or at 
{eaſt not ſo much as is 
delired 2 it it ſhould be 
ſo, I humbly crave 
leave to offer my Ad- 
vice 


4 
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q vice to my Reverend 


Brethren in the Mzni- 
ftery, in a few words, 


| and I have done. 


I. That, as they 
tear the God of hea- 
ven, and Icve the Lord 


Feſws Chriſt, and have 


any bowels of compal- 
{ion towards this poor 
people 5 and as they 
would obtain the ends 
of their Calling,and ad- 
vance the peace and 
ſettlement, the ſafety 
and - ſalvation of the 
Church of God com- 


| mitted to their charge, 
{ and of which they muſt 
| one day give an 4c- 


count, 


The Preface. 


connt, that they would | 
_ -inſtanily ( ſeeing their | 
conteſts and heats of! 
Altercation may foo. | 
ner enflame the Nation,! 
then alter the Law?s,| 
when once eſtabliſh-| 
ed) that they would} 
inſtantly throw away 
their envyings, hatred, 
malice, and yariance, | 
their evil ſurmiſings 
3nd animodſaities , their 
evil ſpeaking and re- 
proaching one ano« 
ther,and fall heartily to 
their great buſiacls.the | 
Work of the Geſpel, «| 
bounting therein with | 
love and peace one to- | 
wards 


The Preface. 


wards another, and 


] amidſt their people; 
j that the God of Love 
| and Peace may be with 
{ them, and bleſs their 
| endeavours, for the 
| common ſalvation s for 


why ſhould it be ſaid 
to their eternal obloguie, 
That the Church of 
England was deſtroyed 
by the Builders , or 
died of the Duttors ? 
My Dear Brethren, 
let me breathe cut my 
ſoul in St Amngnſtines 
words : Ut moneor, ut 
doleo, us times; procede- 
rem ad pedes weſiros, 


flerem quantum wale- 
| rem 3 
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rem, rogarem quantum! 
amarem 5 nunc unum-! 
quemque pro ſeipſo,nunc| 


utrumque proalters; 


pro altis, & maxime in-| 
firms, pro quibus Chri-| 
ſts mortuns eſt, qui vos; 
tanquam in Theatro vis} 


te bujius cum mazno [ui 


periculs (petant ; ne de! 
wvobis ea Conſcribends! 
ſpargates, que quandog, | 


concordantes aelere non 


poteritts, qui nunc con- | 


cordare nolitt. 


2. Tomy difcenting | 
Brethren, my humble 


and ſolemn Reque# is, 


That if the cale be like | 
to be thus, they would | 
in 


The Preface. 


{in ſcaſoz think it adviſe- 
Jable, ſeriouſly ro conſi- 
{der what they have to 
(do; toſtudy that which 
Jis likely to be enjoyn- 
-Jed, with a ſeverity and 
{impartlality, as they 
- {would door ſuffer with 
{knowledge and com- 
I fort: 


The great Caſe will 


| be, Upon what grounds 


you may warrantably lay 


- | down your Miniierys 


ke awed. A AS. : 3 


| and, upon what, Not £2 
| or how farr you may 
lawfully obey the Impo- 


fition of Authority ? 


| For your more ample 
| fatisfaRion herem, give 


me 


 TheP reface, 


me leave to ſay, That! 
after. the Scriptures, ! 
Bucer, Calvin, Melan- 
hon, Zanchy, Polanns, 
Beza, &c. are of un- 
doubted credit in ſucha\ 
caſe as this, and wor- | 
thy to be conferred 
with $ as alſo St Au- 
gufine his 118, 119, 
Epift.ad Fanu, : 

It this poor Pece | 
ſhall have the honoar of þ 
your peruſal, I beſeech | 
you remember, that 
by two Errours we are | 
very apt to we/zh things'| 
amiſs : 


1, \V hen wetake up ' 
the ſcales & weigh over- | 
haſtily. 2, When | 


at] 2. When one end 
55, j of the balance is hea- 
" = m_ the other ; 
"2 | perhaps prejudice, 
" bo comerking elſe that 
'4 7 ſhould not be there. 
t-1] Do the Book no 
d wrongs do the Church 
= | no wrong ,, do your 
). | ſelves no wrong. 
{ For your own pre- 
Ee | ſervation, your peoples 
| edification , the Chur- 
| ches peace, proſperity 
| and ſalvation, be not 


© | averſe toany juſt /atis- 

5] fatton, 

1 Let no Soczety, no 

| Condition, no Tempta- 

+ Hon, with errowr and 
| - ores 


# 


JMI 


The P reface, 


ſuffering be more dear | 
and pleaſant with you ' 
then the Church . of | 
God, the diſcharge of 
your Tru#, the fulfil- | 
ling of your Miniſtery, | | 
with duty and /iberty, ' 
truth and felicity. 


Farewell: 


| Eoanans20ss 


fary and Seaſonable 
| CASES of Con- 
| *CIENCE, about 


: things Indifferent 7z 
' Maiters of Religloy, 


CHASE 


Pp ES 


— —— 


That are things TIn- 
| afferent ? 


Refol. 


AING $S Trdiffe- 

| rent have their place 

In the. 1ddle, betwixt 
things Neceſſary and things 
Sxfal ; things that ought, 
B and 


LINMI 


Twenty Four Neceſ-. 


Caſes of ( onſcierce 


and things that ought 
not to be done ; For as 
ro their Simple and com - 
mon Nature, s, e. Conli- 
boys kedly without -re- 
ſpe to ſuch Circumſtare 
* ces as change their proper- | 
ty » and denominate them. 
goodor evil ; they are ſuch | 
things as play be done or * 
lefr undone without ſin. 
They are of. a Middle, 
Medium . not'a Mixt Natwre , not | 
abnegai.. both good and bad ; that Is 
wr - a Cl ontradiftion ; not partly 
_ good andpattly bad ; ; then 
the good can never explate 
the bad ; (for the leaſt de- 
oree of evil renders the 
ARion evil : ) bur neicher | 
000d nor bad. ; 
As they are Merally | 
neither good nor bad ; ſo, , 
_ they are not made ſuch by ;- 
Scripture 


| 
| 
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abent things Indifferent. 


Scripture , being neither 
commanded nor forbidden. 
They are of an Indiffe- 


- rent Natere, and may be 


Indifterently Vſed : Yer 
very apt, by reaſon of Cir- 
cumſtances to tend unto, 
ro {\Werye towards, to be- 
come Or appear, either good 
or evll. 


["_ 


CASE II, 


hether there is thin 
Indifferent 2 F4 Fora 


ciſe of Religion ? 
Refol, 


OR Our cleerer ſatis- 
faction herein, let us_ 
conſider eAttovs and Cir- 


'  cunmſtances. 


B 2 1 Touch. 


LIMI 


| Caſes of (onſcience 
1, Touching Actions, I 
aNert : Firſt, That no one 


. . ©. . a }- 
alt ion 1n religious exerciſes . | 


is of 1ts own nature ſo In- 
different , but thar by its 
circumſtances it ealily be- 
comes 200d or eyll. 

2. No eAttvs,: that 1s 
deliberate, and hath an or- 
der tO a certain end C di- 
ſtinguiſhed from Actions 
of fancy, uſually ſo called; 
, which are unobſerved by 
the eApents ) Individually 
_ conſidered, and as performs- 
cd about the Worſhip of 
God, can be truly Indiffe- 
rent ; Þur by reaſon of 1ts 
ci-cumſtances 15 good of 
cyl. 

3 No AGion, conſi- 
dered as a patt of Divixe 
Worſhip; can poſhbly be In» 
difterent ; for either it 1s 


{ch | 


£ 


| 


UMI 


avont thin T4) I ndiſfe ret. 


ſuch as God himſelf hath 
appo:nted, and therefore xe- 
ceſſary Or invented by mens 
and ſuperſtitions, 

4. Yer Fourthly, There 
are divers Aﬀtions that are 
no part, but circumſtances 
of Worſhip (though Aﬀ- 
ons in themſelves) before 
they are exerted and cloth- 
ed with their circumſtances 
that are proper'y Indiffe- 
rent, - both as to their 1Va- 
ture,neither good nor bad, 
as to the Scripture, neither 
commanded or forbidden; 
and conſequently : as to 
our #ſe neither neceſliry 
10r uniawful - and laſtly ; 
In compariſon With other 
Adions, that might as 
lawfully ſerve in the ſame 
ftead, of neither more or 
lets n2cefſity : as I mighc 
B 3 in 


Caſes c> Conſcience 


inſtance in lifting up, or 
caſting down Oureyes, in 
lifting up er ſpreading a- 
broad our hatids in Prayer, 
&c, But thus much for 
AQGione, 

2. As for Circumſtances 
properly ſo called, Ir 1s 
not doubted, I think, by 
any, bur there are ſome, 
Viz.tsme,place, habit, that 
are pure:y indifferent : I 
mean, before they ate de- 
termined, and in a general 
conlideration , abfiracted 
from convemency , and not 
complicated with other ac- 
cidenrs that may vaty the 
Caſe. 

I ſhall not burden chis 
unexceptionable Poinc 
wich needleſs Authority , 
which were very eaſe , if 
not needleſs, 1 ſhall on- 


ly 


þ 


. 


ftring the Sacrament, viz, 


avout things Tudifferents 


ly inſtance the reaſonable- 

neſs of it, iinder on? part 

of Divine Worſhip, v:z. 

the Sacrament, in th judg- 

ment of Mr. Calwns So gr 
»mch (laich tk.) as concerns 1b, 10 © 
the outward forme of Mini- $:&, 43. 


Whether the faithful receive 
it into their band, or not. 
Whether they divide it, or 
every one eat that which is 
given him: Whether they 
put the Cup into the hand of 
the Deacon, or deliver it to 
the hand of the next : Wh 
ther the Bread be Leavencd 
or #unleatiened : Whether the 
Wine be red or white ; it 
makgeth no matter ; theſe 
things be Indifferent , and 
left to the liberty of the 
Church. Thus he : and we 
might adde almoſt ſo many 
B 4 mor: 


Caſes cf Conſcience 


more of the hike nature, 7= 
bout evzry other Ordi- 
nance, if occaſion requi- 
red. 


b C—_— 


CASE 111, 


thether may things Indif- 
ferent be Impoſed and re- 


quired by eAnthority ? 
Reſol. 


5 gm they may : 


For, 

I. The Word of God 
bath not particularly taught 
us, what that decency and 
order 1s that 1s required : 
Yet the Ruling parc of the 
Church ought nor onely to 
require,but tO rake care and 


ſee (according to the Ape- 


files 


about things Indifferent. 


files (example ) chat all 
things be done decently and 
in 0:der. 

2, Then, plain Reaſon 
demon{trates, that if it bz 
the duty of Rulers, to ſee 
That all things be done de- 
cently and in order ; they 
n:uſt alſo by their own di(- 
cretion, Or adyice With o- 
thers, judge and preſcribe 
1; hat 1s ſuch. 

3. The Great eApoſt/e, 
ther:fore, took upon him, 
not onely to pre's the gene- 
ral command of decency | 
and order ; bur to reprove , ., "2 
particular diſorders, and to x Tim.2,$, 
dire&t unto and command 9. 1 Tim, 
particular parts of order 7 12: 
and comlinefle in the 1<%-7-10 
Churches, 

4. Yea , that Famous 
Syned, and truly Apoſtoli- 

B 5 cal 


1 Cor, 14; 


Caſes of Conſcience 


call, in As 15.did by their 
power alſo limic che uſe of 
Indifferent things ; which 
they conclud-d for the pre- 
ſent neceſſary , Both to be 
ordered and to be obſerved, 
for the Peace of the 
Church, | 

5 And, that this pow=r 
of orderins the Church in 
things indiferext , was not 
pecull:r to the times of the 
Apoſtles, bur reſides in the 
Rulers of the Church, to 
be exerted upon the ſame 
oral and reaſonable oc- 
calions, might eafily be 
made to appear to haye the 
ſuffrage of the Learned of 
all Ages, if any need re- 
Cuired, 

6. eAmes Famſelf having 
ventured co ſay, That n0- 
thing ought to be — 
c 


about #hin gs F ndiferent. it 


ed but that which is good, - 
or forbidden but which is Ames,Caſ 
evil, ſeems preſently ro CO 
ciieck , and (o to /1mmnt , as hes 
almoſt to recant what he 
had ſald ; adding , Quod 
Aataphorum eſt, non poteſt 
fimpliciter , abſolate, Þ 1n 
perpetuum, vel prol:shert wel 
impirari ; Wahereby one 
would think h2 yiel.:ed, 
that, tor ſome reſpeits, and 
for ſone time, things indif- 
ferent in their own Narute 
may be commanicey of for- 
Didden, 

7. Ifhall conclude this 
alſo with Calvins Authori- 
ty ; We know, {alth h2) 
that every Church zs left ®? Core 
free to appoint a forme of po- mM OY 
litie and Government fit and 
profitable for it ſelfe, becauſe 
the Lord hath preſcribed 
no* 


PR - Caſes of Conſcience 


nothing certain to whom 
we might adde the pert1- 
nent (if alike weighty) Te- 
ſimony of Philzp Melar- 
con ;who tells us, That be- | 
cauſe the Miniſtry divine= | 
ly ordained ought to be pub- |, 
| Ligue and external, there 
- Com. is med of ſome humane 
06. 
Ordinances. 


Vid etians Dane, Tu- 
dic. &c, 


about things Indifferent. 


CASE IV. 


Whether may things Indie 
ferent condyce any thing 
to the order and decency of 


Gods Worſhip ? 
Reſol. 


Hings indifferent , ab- 

. ſelmtely ſo, or conlide- 
red as ſuch, cannot : For 
things indifferent, as ſuch, 
do equally reſpett the order 
and diſorder of th2 Church 
or ſervice thereof , other- 
wiſe they were not media 
or indifferent things, bur 
partial, So far true is that 
of eAmes, Thoſe things 
which make for order wn 
therr own Nature are not in» 
different, 
nl) However, 


T3 


= 
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However, there ate di- 
vers things in their: own 
common nature different, 
that yet 1» ſome reſpetts are 
of more expediency 1n the 
Worſhip of God then c=- 
thers : which happens, .e1- 
ther from their b-tezr rea- 


dineſs and aptneſs for or- 


der, as apped ; o: b:cauſe 
th:y may have more repute 
or ſhew of goodneſs refle- 
fed from the rewwper of che 
Place where they are uſed ; 
and conſequently,.are. more 
e/1g1ble then thoſe that ap- 
proach to v;ce or ſuperſiiti» 
on , orare blemiſh'd with 
appearance Or repute of evil, 
or are altexs and unapt for 

the preſent Service. 
Again,diverſe Accidents 
that are equally indifferent 
in their nature, and left Ls 
Y 


% 


JMI 


by the Scriptures, may, alſo 
be equally accommodated, 
oO fat as we may judge ,. for 
order and decency, an 

conſequently both indiffe- 
rent and expedient 3. for 
alchough they all of them 
bz decent and comely e- 
nough, yer netth:r the 
worſhippers nor the wore 
ſhip may be capable of ad- 
micting or ufing chem all , 
at 12aft at one and the ſame 
ſervice. 

Laſlly,che Cſtome of the 
Churches is a: :(tanding 
Rule in theſe Matters, ac- 
cordins to which that 
which is adecexe 1n one 
Church as weli as Iawſul 
In-it ſelf, may be moſt zv- 
comely, and conſequently 
moli inexpedient in 49- 
ther , which addes no _ 

cleer 
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cleerneſs to the demon(ira- 
tion, that things Indifte- 
rent in themſelyes, may, as 
they are "applied , conduce 
{ſomething , yea and very 
much, ro the order and 
comelineſs of Divinz wor- 


ſhip. | 


FAY 


CASE V, 


What are thoſe things indif- 

_ ferent that are to be deter- 
mined by the power of the 
Charch ? 


Reſol. 


Heſe things indiffe- 
r2nt are apparentfy 


'x Cor, 24. Teducible ro that Genernl 


ult, 


Rale of the Apoſtle , Let 


all things be done decently 
and 


ES a nd, ee a 
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ard in order ; this ( aluin 
calls that general concluſion 
which briefly takes in not 
only the whoie ſtate, but e- 
ven all the particular parts 
of outward order : Yea, 
{faith he, *cis that Rule to 
which all things which re- 
ſpeft external palitie are to 
be redaced. 

I. The Ruling part of 
the Church hath power ro 
ſet things IN ORDER 
in the Church of Chriſ ; 


[ Thereft will I ſet in order 


when TI come, which powW- 
er may ſhew it ſelf in three 
oreat Inſtances. The form- 
ing of a Government , Of a 
Liturgy, and the ordering 
of the amer of publick 
Worſhip. 

T. I muſt (though with 
all reſpeRt and condeſcen- 
tion 


tb 
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tion to any means Of Cone 
viction to the contrary) I 
muſt yet acknowledg2, that 
I finde ſo little of the form 
and frame of Church Go- 
werument delineared in 
Scriptare, and ſo much. en- 


couragement for my pre» | 
ſent opinion in judicious, | 


ſober and learned Authors, 
that 1am very apt to think 
rhat much of the Afodelling 
of the Goyernment of the 
Church is left by God to 
the prudence, and wiſdom, 
and power of the Ghurch. 


I moſt readily ſubſcribe, | 
that there 1s a Government | 


of che Church ; that this 
Government is fixed in the 
Officers of th2 Church; thar 


the Geveral Ryles of this | 
Government are plain'y | 
revealedin. $cr1ppure ; yea, | 
that | 


pn I Se an 


OE" - 
— 
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that there was Eprſcopal 
Twrizdiftion ( 1n the com- 
mon acceptation of it ) ex- 
ercis'd by the Apoſtles, and 
Fimothy and Titus, upon 
ſuch common and Aoral 
Reaſoy as may bear it up, 
and commend its uſe to the 
end of the world. 

Yet the Frame, Faſhion, 
and ſpecial ſwbjetts of ir 
are ſo obſcure in Scripture, 
and ſo litle enticled to it, 
thar, methinks, even all of 
all perſwaſions amongſt us 
are forced to prudence at 
lat in the prattice,. though 
in their Diſputes they 
ferch fire from Heaven: Jure 
Diwin. 

Very many moderate 
Ep:ſcopal Divines are ſuffi- 
ciently known to content 
themſelyes.with Saint He- 
0999's 
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rom's Balis of Epiſcopal 
Government, and io de- 
fendic only as a prudential 
and occaſiozal ( though yer 
Apoſtolical ) Inſiitutton, 
ad tollenda ſchiſmata_, 
whereon I think iu may 
and, as Mount Sroz, and 
never b2 moved. 

The Presbyterians if they 
well confider their [ybord;:- 
»ation Of Claſſes they mult 
needs appeal ro Prudence 
and reaſon for its defence, 
while they find this at leaſt 
as much a ſtranger to the 


Word of God, as a Sub- 


ordination Of perſons. In- 
deed this they of /ate ſeem- 
ed plainly to acknowl:dge, 
when upon the {ſame 
erounds with their mode- 


ceded 


O 
| C— i brethren of the Epiſ- 
| fres, copal perſwaſion, they con- 


es A eee... 
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ceded to a regulate Epiſco- 
pacy ; dehiring allo at che 
hands cf the King: nat their 
grand grievance of toOlarge 
Dioceſſes might be healed 
by Suff1 raganÞ iſhops » which 
ſore think are not obſcure 
ly anſwered already in the 
jurisdi&tion of Arch-Dea- 
cons, at leaſt, as to the aſli- 
[tance of the B:ſhop,and the 
ſatisfying the delirzs and. 
complaints of our brethren 
aforeſaid, 

Yea,:h2 very ( ongrega- 
104 16: ſelf called Indepen- 
dents acknowledge their 
devolying the exerciic of 
Government upo! their 
Elders. to be only for Or- 
ders ſake,and th:1r Church- 
Cavenant to be only n2ce's 
ſary for its ends ; and at 
length their great Champ:- 

on 
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on hath found no other 
Foundation for the whole 
Fabrick of Congregational | 
Diſcipline, but Mutual | 
Confederacy and Prudential 
Agreement among them« 
ſelves. 

2, The ſecond thing at- 
tributed to the Care and 
power of the Church is the 
forming and eſtabliſhing of | 


a publick, Liturgy. 


Though we find not any | 
ſuch form in S-riprure e1- 
cher impoſed, framed or di- 
re&ed, yet the grounds and | 
matter thereof are plainly * 
chere,and (een and acknow.. * 
ledged to be there well 
nigh by all the Charches of 


_ Chriſt inthe world. 


I do not find but that as. | 
the Epiſcopal! Divines | 
plead the Neceſſity, ſo moſt 
of 
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of the moderate Presbyte= 


| rians allow the /awfulneſs 


and the wſefulneſs, yea and 
the {mpoſitron of forms of 
publick Prayers, of Admi- 
piftring the Sacraments , of 
Cacechiſm , Confirmation, 


 andof reading of the Scrip- 


tures ; as alſo of repre- 
hending offenders, &c. All 


which ( as art. Bncer pid. M.B. 
enumerates them, and con- lib.r. de 
cludes') ate reſerved for the reg.Cbriff. 


care and power of the 33: 


Church | 

3, Thirdly, thereunto al- 
ſo belongs the Ordering 
and managing of the pub 
lick Worſhip, as to che 
t19, manner and parts of 
it ; when to begin, howto 
proceed, when co end in the 
ordinary courſe of Divine 
Service ; as alſo co appoinc 

| EXITAe 


i gay 
, 
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extraordinary umes of 
faſting and thanksgiving; 
all which, ſeeing Scripture 
hith left them co the Chur- 
ches liberty, 1n reaſon they 
O!:ght to be ruled and fixed 
by prudent Authority, as 
we would avoid Confuſion 
and Ataxy 1n the Church 
of Chrift,” , 

2, Secondly, things ſer- 
ving tothe Comelineſs and 
Beauty of wo:ſhip are alſo 
to be put to the ſame ac- 
count ; the decency of the 
place' of Worſhip ; tle 
gravityof the habue of Mi- 


-niſters ; the fitneſs of the 


Veſſels for both; Sacra» 
ments ; the kind of bread 
and wine ; the places and 
Leſtares of Admmſtraton 
and" Communion, 3nd. fuch 
ike, which the Scripture 

| hatn 


UMI 


hath. taken no notice of, 

ani y2t all ſober men are 
tully convinced, that very 
h'ghandalmolt indiſpenſa- 
ble convenience- exits a 
ſettlement and prudenc 


Reguhacion of them 3; and 
, In all which , mechinks, 
| Umnformuy with Decency 
| ſhould offend no body. 


CASE. VI, 
Whether may the Ruling 
part of the Ghurch impoſe 
| wpon the Church things 1n- 
Aires, quatenus-Indif- 
| fetent, or mweerly:becanſe 
they-are-ſuch ? 


Reſol. 
f Humbly conceive. they. 


have no ſach-power, no . 
ſuch 


| 
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ſuch Arbitrary and ſtrange» 
ly unlimited power, which, 
if exerciſed with any ex - 
rent, is nor likely to edsfie, 
bur to deſtroy the Church. 

For. 

I. If we ſhould grant 
that the Goyernours of the 
Church have power to n= 
poſe things as they are -' 
different , or becauſe they 
are indifferent, we grant 
they have power to impoſe 
any thing indifferent, and 
conſequently. what indiffe- 
rent things they plcaſe, up- 
on the Church : and chus 


we make the #111 of Men" 


the Principle and Rule of 
decency and order in the 
Service of God, and not 
the #/i// of God, or reaſon | 
and prudence in the choice 
of chings fitteff | according 

co 


LIMI 
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te, 


arms 


1 
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to his Word. Then they 
have power to clog Gods 
Worſhip with things altoge- 
ther ncongruc tO it, pro- 
vided they be indifferent in - 
general,(as Dauncing,Bow- 
ling,&@c.) and to render it 
infizad of a reaſonable ſer- 
vice, abſurd and ridiculome. 
Then may they addCerenso- 
#y upon Ceremony , uncil 
the zumber 1s ſomany .,, 
and the werght (o great, 
that the work will be bar- 
denſone, and indeed intole- 
rable to God and Man. 
Thus may they improve 
heir Domimon over our 
Fath, untill they have 
worn out the beauty of ho= 
lineſs, the power of Devo- 


| tion, and have rendred the a, que, 


Chriftiaw Liberty worſe complain'd 
then the Fewiſh or Popiſh 
Box te. GC 2 This 
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This Power, as God did 
never mruſt chem with it, 
ſo I never heard of that 
man, or ſors of men, that 
pretended uaco.it, orto the | 
exerciſe of it ; every. one | 
in Authority (tilt granting 
that there ought to be Rea- 
ſon for their Impoſitions, 
aRins therein as Mex, as 
well as Governors. 

And though. many ar 
co0 apt to give Flatter: 
Titles to men in Anuthory- 
i), have not mer wich any 
that write h:gheft for Con- 
formuty, and obedience to 
Auchoricy in things Indif- 
ferent, thar, allowed [ach 
a Power tomen in Autho- 
rity, to require what indif- 
_ ferent things they pleaſed, 
without any reſpeRs. to 
the fitneſs GR 


UMI 
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of them in th: Forſhip of 
God... © 

For, as Thomas Rogers, Agiinit 
(that notable Adyerſary roStfray 
Non-conformity) in this 091-4 
Cafe ſaid, Authority 1m ma- 
king Laws muſt alwates re- 


eAud theugh ( harch-Go- 

vernmrs,(alth Frances A, 4- Authoricy 

ſon, ( of the ſame ſprrit of the 

wich the former)may muks Church, 

Churcn-Liws,zert they may Kee, v-L9s 

vet eſtabliſh what they lit. 

God hath z»7r#;fed their 

Anthority wich certain 

bomads and limits, which 

they may not paſs ; Agree- 

ing with Calvin, who hath E 

alio ravghr us, That God | 

hath nor left us effrenem lie 

ceatianm, ſuch an unbridled 

liberty ; ſed cancellos crr- 

curmdedir,m 1 Cor-14.vult. 
0 4 CA 
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CASE VII. 


What then doth render things 
indifferent fit to be im- 
poſed ? 


Reſol. 
| + 1dr things 


chough they be not com- 
manded or forbidden parrs- 
cularly, but lefr undecided 
in Scriptwre, yet muſt chey 
be Reducible to and A- 
greeable with ſome general 
Rules in Scripture, ro make 
the Impofition of them fit 
or warrantable. 

This Reſolution becoms 
Chriſtianity, neither can it 
be 1mimicous to Chriſtian 
Diſciplize ; it hath the ſuf- 
frage of higheſt conformity, 
which 


UMI 
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which affords ics liberty 
ſill to challenge preac 
conſideration In all impo- 
fitions of things :Indiffe- 
rent, Claphan, an earne(? 
and Learned Oppofer of 
Non-( onformity, hath thus hank 
ſtatedit : Such things, (.1th CE 
he, we ſay to be of an 1n- of the 
different nature ; as for the Church, 
doing or not doing thereof Cap. 9. 
| mwehavemexpreis Word of 
| } God 2x particular, only by 
ſome gencral Rule we are 
| led to uſe our Chiiſtn 
| Reaſon. Francis Maſon Authority 
alſo aliovs, That all (Ec: of the 
cleſiaſtical) Canons myſt Church, 
be framed ucearding to thet» 0:9: 
general Canons of the holy 
Scripture, In a word, I 
never read a dznial of it, 


C 4. -_ CASE. 


32 


gyniag. 
T'0.%. 


42-376. 


Lex refpi- ſure of all our agony; the 
cit ordi- Glory of God, an 


nem ad 


num com- 


Mune. 
Aquinas. 
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CASE VIII 


What ave thoſe general | 


Rules of Scripture that 


limit the Impoſition -of 


things Indifſerent ? 
Reſol. 


Olantu gives us a brief 
and ſound, though a 
general (atisfation to this 
Caſe ; Things indifferent 
(farh he) exght to be redu- 
ced to that general equity 
(which the Scriptures ap- 
point to be the rule and mea- 


the 
-o00d of our Neighbour. 
Ouatenus ad Dei gloriam, 
& proxims ſalutem faci- 

Wnt 


II. 
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ant ;: Or the Common good, 

as: Rogers ſhortens 1c. 
Aarlorate doth more In 1 Cor. 

fully explicare himſelf, ſay- 14 ult, 
| | ing, that the eApsſie con- 
rf | firmeth his Traditions by 
f \ the Word of God, Reaſon, 

| Elification,the Example of 

Churches., D2ccncy and | 
Order ; and he adds, ith | 
which ſame Arguments 
f | we ought to examine our Ec- 
2 | Clehialtical Traditions. 
g But ler us a lictle confi- 
2 
y 


\ der ſome more /pecial 
Rufes, as we ealily finde 
| theminthe ſurface of the 
| Scripture, 
1-. The fir{t ſhall be char 
Catholique Rule of Expe- 
| dicxcy, All rhings (faich x Cor. 6, 
1 the eMpoile) are Lawfull 32 
for me ; but all things are 
not expedient. Some /aw- 
C5 fil 
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fa things, it ſeems, are not 
expedient. Things not ex- 
pedient to be doze , -ought 
not to be doxe ; and things 
not expedient to be com- 
manded, ought not to be 
commanded, © _. 

Thus there falls before 
us a doxuble lawfulneſs 4 a 
thing may be /awfal and 
expedient ; a thing may be 
lawful, and not expedient-; 
ora thing may be lawful, 
and yet we ought zot to do 
it, Fecauſe ot expedient ; 
and a thing may be lawful, 
and we oughtto do it be- 
cauſe expedient. And thus 
a” thing may be lawful and 
not lawful. 

More plainly, there 1s a - 


lawfulzeſs more remote 


from us, waich is fixed in 
the gereral nature of the 
thing 


abont thi ngs Indifferent. . 


rhing ; this is meant in the 
firſt expreſſion of the Apo- 
tle, All things are lawful 


' for me. 2, There is a law- 


fulneſs that is more imme= 
Aiate and nearer to us, 


r7hich dependeth zor upon 


the common eflznce of the 
thing, bur upon: ſome ex - 
trinſick; Circumitances, of 
Time, Place, Orcaſion, &Cc. 
whereby the tt.ing 15 firted 
ro the preſent ſervice ; this 
the Afolile means by Ex- 
pediency, eAll things are 
not expedient. 

No:y wnere you ſpeak 
of this /atter lawfulneſs of 


- expediency , the former, 


viz. of Indifferency is ſhur 
out : ſo that chough in one 
ſence, all things that. are 
1ndifferent are lawful, yet 
in- this latter ſence , all 


things: 
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of the 
Chutch, 


P13, 


Caſes of Conſcience 


things that are indifferent 


and wot expedient, are not 
{evfull, but finful, And it 
being againli rhe Rx/le of 
the Apotile, and indeed a= 
oainſt common reaſon ; It 
1s not Watrrantable for 
C.hurch-Governors to im- 
poſe anything about Gods 
Worſhip, that 18 ox/y in- 
different and layful in « 
ſe'f, but ot expedient. 
Thus thar great Defen- 
der of our Church and the 
Ceremonies of 1t extends 
and limits her power 3 
ChurcheGovernors ( ſaith 
he ) have liberty to eſtabliſh 
whatſoever being wm it ſelf 
indifferent ſpall zo their 


Wiſedom ſeem moſt expe- 


dient. 

2. The ſecond ſpecial 
Rule 15 ihe pub/:que Peace. 
God 


S R__ WY 4 
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God is the God of Peace 
and Order :; of Peace as 
well as Order; and as the 
Order, {0 the Peace of the 
Church , without which 
there is »o O:der, is preci- 
ous With him, and 1th all 
that have rhe Spiric of 
God, and any care of his 
Church. 

Should any thing give 
way to Peace, and ſhould 
not things /ndifferent ? are 
not theſe different ? Is 
r.ot Peace neceſſary? 1s it 
not neccfliry by command ? 
Yea, it is neceſlary as a 
2eans 3 ASA means of pre= 
yenting our fears , of ob- 
taining Our hopes,our hopes 
of ſettlement,our hopes of 
unity, our hopes of plenty, 
of proſpericy and glory in 
Church and State. 

Who 


Caſes of Conſcience 
Who can think it »w:ſe- 
dome (wuhout ſome other 
OIeater inconvenmerce vige 
t© it ) ro force any thing 
that is bat indifferent , tO 
th2 endangering ſo neceſ» 
ſary a thing as Peace, Or 
the dividing the Church of 
God, or provoking any con - 
ſ1derable pare thereof to 
ſeparate from us ? Let us 
rath-r witn the Apoſtolical 
S7ned, weigh the preſent ne- 
ceſſiry m this regard $ and 
as the Apoſile exhorts in 
the like Caſe, Follow the 
things that make for Peace, 
Rom. 14. 19. 

3. The third ſpecial Rule 
in Scripture 1s,nhe offence of 
weak brethren, who though 
weak are not to be thrown 


to the walls without any 
regard, 
Yea. 


ſons us tO a greater tender- 
xeſs to the weaker part Of 
the Church ; and more 
care of chat : and in this 
very caſe hath. given us di- 


abut things Indifferen. © 


Yea, the Scripture rea-Vid. Row. Þ 


I 4. 
1 Gor. 7» 
9, 19. (aÞ>. 


vers and weighty Conh- 


d-rations, that We wilfuliy 
offend nor our weak Bre- 
chren by the uſe of our /;- 
berty 1n things indifferent. 
Indeed, when chings 
indifferent are once com- 
mand?d, the caſe is alte- 
red, as to private Chrifti- 
ans, (as at large hereafcer) 
but otherwiſe , where the 
reaſon @f tie Apoltles 
Example and Commands 
1s found, the obligation of 
both will hardly ' be. eſca- 
ped. 


Synrage 


As Polanus ſaith, That gon, s. 
Ceremonies may be obſervedy. 376, 


os 


» EL {EL Go. bat 


© 


Againit 
Sefray. 


Obxee 4. 


LY 
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for peace ſaks, and the a- 


voiding of the offence of the. 
weak ſo, I humivly can» 
ceive,that the 7:gor of :m- 
poſition may be warranta- 
biy abared for the ſame. 
cauſes. 

Mr Rogers 1s more pe- 
remptory (though,as I no- 
red before, a ſufficient De- 
fender of Ceremonies ) He 
that in things wmadifferent 
(T.caning before they are 
commanded) hath not a 
tender care of weak Chri- 
ftians in his doing, ſhews. 
eth, that there 1s not that 


_ charity in him, nor regard 


of his brethren,which God 
requireth _ 

Upon this ground, no 
doubt,the Learned DoRor 
Gardner ſtood , when he 
cad, If the Laws in theſe 


caſes, 


about things Indifferent, 
caſes, viz, of Ceremonies 
had nat been already "made, 
7 ſhould never for my own 
part wiſh to have them 


mad, Dialogue about 


- | Ceremoni:s. 
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Neither can we tefert + 


ro any other Top:ch, the 
care and pains that Queen 
Elizabeth and King James 
uſed for the juſt ſarisfaRti> 
on of Non-conformiſts in 
the ages before us : To the 


char I might gain the 
weak—— and this I do 
(faich the great Apoſtle) 
for the Goſpels ſake. 

4. The foxrth ſpecial 
Rule may be Edification, 
the grand Leve! of all 
Church power : the Edsfs« 
cation of the Church, and 
not its deffratt;on in the 
whole, 


4X 


4 
weak, became I as weak, 22,32,” 


«- 
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whole,or (if poſſible to ayoid 
It )in 417 part. 
Rom 144 Therefore}, the great 
Is. principle of all ſuch impo- 
= Fe 4 fitions muſt be charity and 
moderatrix 1Ove to our Brethren ; not 
eft, Galy. eV) at, Or deſire of revenge 
Rom. 14: upOn 4ny perſon Or party 0+ 
_ therwiſe minded : not to 


ſhew viRory over chem, or 


dominion over their fauh 
or att;ons ;, things, F doubc 
not ſincerely abnorred by 
our preſent Gov2rnours as 
well as by our former ; 
but forbearing one another 
1n love, and torgiving one 
anoth-r, as Chriit alſo hath 
oven us example, ſhawirg 
all bowels and tenderneſs 
72 all waies and means of an 
happy accord and accommo= 
at 107. 

5.- Fifchly, che moſt nc» 

ted. 
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ted Rule of all is chat. of 
the Apoſtle, Let all things 
be oo decently and in, or- 
der': a (tanding Rule neyer 
to be croſſed by any Ats 
thority under heaven ; yea, 
the God of heaven, being 
the God of Order, will 
never reverſe it. Then 
nothing that is either :»de- 
cent or diſorderly in Gods 
Worſhip can warrantably 
be impoſed upon his 
Church. The contrary 
whereof, I, think, had nz» 
yer hitherto the honour to 
be afſerred, 

Clapham, ſpeaking. of 
things. indifferent, touch- 
ing which (ſaith ne) the 
Apoſt'e ſhzweth, that de- 
cency and order muſt be 
obſerved ; but for parti= 
exlars, he hath no ms 
ar 


about things Indiffirim. : Y 


1 Cor. 
$1.36, 


$4g-13- 


an) manſeem to be conten= 


Cafes of Conſcrevce 
lat snjantion from the 
Lord, Chron.cap.9, 
Provided alwaies, ſaith 
M* Xafon, that all things 
be done honeſtly and 12 or « 


der. 
6. The fixch Rule is 
Cuftome ; of very great 
uſe to indicate what is de- | 
cent and orderly : ſeeing 
by the force of ( »ftome, 
that is comely in oz 
Country, that 1s plainly 
abſurd-1n another. © 
Cuſtome is the Kmpire 
in different things : If 


t:098 ( ſaich the Apolile) we 
have no ſuch Cuflome. No 
doubt,*tis dangerom tO in- 
rroduce imowvations, and 
by »ew impoſitions to force 

againſt che Xſages and Cu- 

ſtomes of the place where 
We 
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about things Indifferent. 
we live. *Tis well known, 
how much * welght Au 
broſe, Auguſtine, and the 
reſt. of the Fathers laid 
upon this both for chemy 
{clves, and their advice to 
others. 

We have no ſuch Cu- 


« ſtome, #or the Churches of 


God. Doubcleſs, the more 
extenſrve. a Uſage: igz the 
more arxcient, the: more we 
niverſal , .the lorger and 
farther a. cling hah been 
praRtiſed in the Churches 
of God, the morg it.ought 
to be regarded, both by. the 
governing - and goyerned 
parts. of the Church, aG- 
cording -to the. Rule. of 
the Fathers. 
- The af Rule is 

Gelfel, liberty. #. this, miſt 
not be invaded by an pln 


ceflary. 


"Caſes of Conſcience 
mg ic muſt not 
e miſtaken. 

Goſpel liberty can harc= 
ly be infringed, if theſe 
Rules be heeded in the im* 
poſition of things indiffe- 
ren. 

I. That mothing indifte- 
rent be impoſed that any 
way checketh with the for- 
mer Rules of Expediexcy, 
Peace, Offence of the weak, 
Edifieation, Decency,Order, 
and the Cyſtome of the 
Churches. 

2. Thar things :nd:ferent 
be not impoſed as if they 
were 2 themſelves neceſſa- 
ry; which Divines aſſert to 
be Superſtition. 

3- That chings :zd:ffe- 
rexe be not required with 
equal ſeverity as things ne- 


4. Thac 


about things Indifferent. 

4. That ſuch chings 
when impoſed be declared 
by the Impoſers to be mu- 
table m their nature, and 
to be altered upon j»ſ# OG 
caſion. 

5+ Thar things indiffe- 
rent be not impoſed in {a 
great a number as 1s reall 
burthenſome to the Church 
of God ; which was much 
in the care of our firſt Re- 
formers. 

Concerning the mwlts- 
tude of Ceremomies of idle 


and- yain nature (ſaich Bi- In Apok; 


ſhop Jewel) we know that 
«St. Augnftine did much 
« complain of them in his 
* time”; and therefore we 
« have greatly diminiſhed 
«the :amber of them,be- 
« cauſe we know , that 
« they were troubleſome to 

| * good 
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| Caſer of Conſcience 


6 * good conſciences and 


prthenſome to. the '| 


" « hurts. yet. we retain 
<« 4nd baye likeing,not on- 
"* ly: Of thoſe, Ceremonies; 

« which we are ſure were. 

« 4/;nered.us.from che 4- 

ec pefiles ; but ſomeorbers 

«© £00, beſides., which we: 

'* chought. might, be ſuf-- 

« fered without. bart to the: 
& Church of God : becauſe; 

« we affeRed that alk 

'* rhings-in che Congrege- 

cc —_ (according 


_ .- che will of the, Apattle) 


& be done with comineſd; 
<« and good order. But all: 
«ſuch: "things which - we: 
« perceived to lean ro Sy-: 
E perſ#tc0u,0r5 to be of no- 
; - ho bald, or-toyiſh, or 
inſt- che ſacred. Ser»: 


7 «gre Wunen: for- 
<« ſober 


&« (gher.and. Wiſe peop le, 


1 © whereof there1 IS a: CONs 


© fuſed .Chaos in the Ro- 


«© - miſh Synagogue, all theſe 


« we have utterly renoun- 


© cedand caſt oft, becauſe 


& we would not hens the 
«* Worſhip. of . God. coz- 
( Fea = ahd- combred 


© "with ſuch .foles.* . Thus 


that moſt excellent Man, 
The ſumm of whoſe words 
here recited, doth in ied 
contain and . confirm. all 
that{I, have Gd upon: this 
Caſe ; viz. That the. Ce- 
remonies of the' Church 
oughc to be. expedient , de- 
cent and orderly, not bart- 
ful to the C urch , not 
troubleſome to good Gon- 
ſciences, not burdenſome : 
And he adds, that oxr own 
Church in the firſt | Re- 
D forma- 


bor rheer forme. 
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formation had regard to the 
ſaid Rules. 

' Ler me conclude with an 
humble Perition, that I be 
Hot miminterpreted tO pre- 
ſcribe to "Amthority in what | 
I have ſaid : I have onely | 
marked the general Rules | 
in Scripture, leaving part. | 
cxlars to the liberty and | 
w:[edome of Supertours ; to 
whom I only rake boldneſs | 
co offer, that they ought to 
walk by theſe Rules, and | 
ſettle the Church and| 
Worſhip of Godin peace | 
and order,wich all comlineſs 
and expediency, 


CASE1X, 


about things Indifferent. 
CASE IX, 


How are private perſons to 
demean themſelves un- 
der ſuch impoſitions of 
Amuthorty m religious 
Exerciſes ? 


Reſol. 
E have hitherco, 
rather laboured 
to diſcover the reaſon of 
Ingpoſing, and the due: ex» 
gent _ f Bcelehialtical Au- 
choricy in- things 3ndiffe- 
rewt ; endeayouring - alſo 
to draw that as narrow and 
ſtraight, and as much to 
Rule as may be ; yer, 1 
hope , wichout juſt oftence 
rothe ſame. 
We are now deſcending 
ro take a view of the 704- 
D 2 - fon 


2 


"Caſes of '(onſerence - 
ſon of the obedzence ; and to 
con(ider the exrent of their 
daty, who are under com- 
wand. Where, that] may 
appear zmpartial -and for 
peace indeed, I muſt be. cor- 
ſonant to my. Debgne ,. and 
labour to di--intangle. and 
enlarge the conſciences Of 
private perſons, with as 
much freedom towards con- 
formaty as lawfully I may ; 
chat, having brought the 
Injunction as low and nat- 
row, and the Obedience a$ 
h;gh and large as we: may , 
the commanders and the 
commanded may be happi- 
ly found nearer together , 
and in ſweeter: communion 
one with another, | 

Charity, ſurely, will nor 
be diſpleaſed at this harm- 
leſs projet, bac will be 


ready 
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about things I, naiffureont. 


ready with a pardon, chough- 


I fail of ſucceſs, or too 
mmprudintly mannage thz 


' Attempt ; eſpecially, while 


my Ame is leylled ac (6 
defireable an endy the peace 
of che Church and the com-' 
20n good : and uſe no other 
Engine to: draw down the 
one , and raiſe the other, bur 
that from h2ayzn, the holy 
Seripture. : 

And ro the Ca ſein gene- 
ral, which 1s-this, | How are 
privg'e perſous to: demitaty 
thefnfelve: - under : the 
commands of *' Amhoricy 
or Eccleſiaſtical Laws, - in; 
Religious Exzreites ?] I 
ſhall now (the Lor1 affilt- 
ing me ) b-take my. (elf, 
with all conſcience and ft- 
deliry, ro anſwer, breaking 
it into ſeveral particular 
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caſes, according as the Obs 
jetb of humane Tnjunttions 
may be &:ftinguiſhed. 

The Objett of humane 
Tujunttion, o: that Which is 
injoyned or commanded, 
may be proceeded upon 
by a gradation or deſcent 
of five ftepps : for that 
wiich is injoyned, is either 
neceſſary, expedient , purely 
maifferent , inexpedient , Or 
anlawfull, Accordingly, 
there may be offered five 
Caſes , viz. what a private 
perſon ought todo, when 
things #eceſſary, or things 
expedient, of things purely 
wndifferent, or things inexe 
pedient , or things wnlaw- 
full, are required by Au- 
thority in the exerciſes 
of Religion ; to all 
which we addreſs our 

ſelves 


about things I ndifferent. 


ſelves to apply a ſeve- 
rol and pariicular ſeti;* 


failiov. 


CASE X, 


What ought a private Chr» 
ſtran to do, when things 
neceſlary i» themſelves 
«re required by eAuths- 
rity ? 


Reſol. 


Oth for the Intention 
. of the preſent Diſ- 
courſe (we treating pro- 
perly about things indiffe- 
rent ) as alſo, for the very 
Nature of the thing it ſelf, 
this need not be pur to the 
Queſtion, 
For though ſome have 
D 4 thought 
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Church ? But Optatmu wiſe- 


C afes "oo Conference 


though® they have ' ſeen 

54 etongh, nor To fy 
to countenance an Xſ/zrpa- 
tio, as. to.do their duties 
waen commanded there- 
unto by #nl/awfu! powers ; 


from the libercy of thar. 


trice Rule , e Affirmative 
Precepts dve not binds to e- 


very particular inſt ance of 


rime 7 Yet, it were a ftrange 
peryerſneſs in any; not co 
dos that which God re- 
quires, becauſe+ his Yce= 
gerent , lawful Authority 


requires It alſo, even inthe 


things of Gods Worſhip,” 
"Optatms reckoned it a 
madieſs in Donatm , that 
broke forth in-that queſt'e 
on of his, Quid Imperators 
cum Eccleſia? What hath 
the KING to dow:th the 


ly 


os. Alan on 82 Co" 


te 


about things Indifferent. 


ly an[wered, The Commoun- 
wealth 1s wot 1 the Charch, 
but the Church is im the 
C:mmonwxealth ; and con- 
tequentl;, he that 15 Go- 
v.rnor of the Commons, 
wealth is ſo of thz Church ; 


and the Rule 1s, The Go Non tollie 


v7 


[1 pel takes no! away the Pre- pracepta 


cepts of Nature, and the 


ndture 
legis,fed 


Moral Law , but t/tabliſh- perfictt, 


eth and per fetts them, and Rom-3 u'r, 


rather enlargeth aud con- 
firms, then any way. Weaks 
ens Ob:atence ro eAuthor:- 
ty. p 
Therefore are we tO pray 
for. Kings, that under. their 
prous and religious gover- 


' nance, we may not liye 1n 


peace, and honeſtly only,bur 
mn godlineſs,in all gealineſs, 
23 the Apoſtle direas 
Us. Te 
D 5 St Angn- 


| 
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e$ Caſes of Conſcience 


|| Contra Sr Avguſtixe , uponthoſe 
| 4g ape words in the ſecond Pſaln 
| = *P faith, Kings (nor onely 
| as men, bur as they are 
Kings) ſerve the Lord, if \ 
in their Kingdomes rhey | 
command that which 1s good, 
and protibice that v. mich ts 
; evil ; not oxely in thoſe 
| things. which appercain to 
Fi humane Society, vernm e= 
| | Ham 1 115 gue ad. dtwinam. | 
| Religronem, but alſo in 
| | matters concerning Relt- 
[|| g10n and . divine Wor» 
| ſhi5. 
[|| Yho dare offer to: name ! 
ul the Time fince the World: 
4 began (the Times of perſe- 
£xtion-which repdred it 1m= 
poſſible only excepted ) 
wherein God did hot allow, 
& Goy:rnours both T eme- 
poral and Ecc/efi-fiical did- | 
HOY noc 
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about things Indifferent; 


not aſſume the power of 
governing and giving Laws 
co the Charch, for the diſ- 
charge of their qutles in 
matters of Religion. 

As ſon as the black 
and bloody cloud was dit- 
pel.*d, by the favour and 
power of g.orious Con- 
ſtantine, h2 aſl .med this Su- 
premacy ; he put down 14s- 
latry, he eſtabliſh'd chez 
Truth ; he compoſed d:ffe - 
rexces among the Buſhops, 
ſuppreſil.d Hereſje and 
Schiſm, called Conneils:2nd 
gave his ſuffrage in them; 
he heard and judged Cauſes 
in Religion , and made 
Eccleſiaſtical Lawes « and 
Edigts ; and all this, (as 
Enſehis ſaith }) renquans 


communis Epiſcopums a Deo ſtan \lib.r. . 
conſtitute y. aS a COMMON Cap. 37» 
Ovec- 


Caſes of Conſcronce” + 


. Overſeer or Biſhop ordai-' 
ed of God'; and I may 
adde, as an excellent Ex= 
ample to all Chriſtian 
Princes to the end of the 
world. 
Doubcleſs, if be thar 
reſiſts a lawfull power ſhall 
receive tO himſelf: damna- 
_ he ſha!l hardy 'elcaPe 
that reſſ&s bis command in 
lawfull, yeay in neceſſary 
things ; wherein (if 1n a- 
ny thivg) he ought to obey; 
for the Lords ſ« ihe, and to 
ſubn1c 1n conference of his 
duty to God as well as 
Man ; for, as Auguſtine, 
Hoc jubent Imperatores, 
gued juber & Chriſtns ;; 
quia cam bonum jubent, per 
illos non mf C briſtus Jubet . 
ſo that when Kings com- 
mand, what Chriſt "has firſt 
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4 mands by them, and we are 


abont things Indifferen, 62 
commanded, Chriſt com- 


call-d ro obey, not onel[y 
them,but C,hrift 11 there. 


CASE Xs. 


What private p:r ſons are to 
do, when things expects 
ent are required of 
them ? 


Reſot. 


HE ſecond 'ſort of 
things enjoyned In 

re exerciſe of Religion, 
we have propoſed to be 
things expedient for their 
preſerr and ſpecial' uſe, 
rhough not mecefſary ' in. 
th:1r common nature, Of 
particularly commanded by 
| God 


( aſes of Conſcience: , 
God, And the Queſtion ts, 
When ſuch things are re- 
quired by lawful authority, 
whether private perſons are 
bound in Duty to obey, .er 
not ? 

Some perſons, I belieyz, 
like not that any /#ch thing 
ſhould be poſed upon 
them ; but would rather 
have the Decent ordering of 
Gods Worſhip left co- their 


* Own private diſcretion? yet 


I hope better of my Bree. 


 thren,then thar chey ſhould 


refuſe th2 exerciſe of any 
thing which thewsſelves al- 
low, becauſe ic is alſo ap- 
proved by others,and com- 
manded by authority ; and 


therefore to be &:/orderly in 


the Church of God, becauſe 
they are enjoyaed to doe 


things In order < 


Such. 


about things Indifferevt. 


Such things as we know 
tobe fitted for the decency . 
and order of Gods Worſh:p 
if enjoyned by a lawtuil 
Authority , though they be 
not eceſſary in their cON = 
mon: zature, or particular - 
ly commanded by God : 
and thus, rhoveh chey want 
a primary neceſſity ; yet 
they ſeem, in the judg- 
ment of all ſober men, to 
contract a treble ſecunda- 
rx neceſſity, to ob/:ge us ro 
obedience ; viz. trom the 
general commands Of Scri- 
prure, from the particular 
rajunition of Amhority, 
and the urging direition of 
Our OWn conſcience ; Where 
Ged, indeed, feems to ſpeak 
thrice at once unto us : by 
the Rale of the Apoſite, 
th: Za of the \Land , _ 

[6 
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C aſes of Conſcience . 


the woice of our own con- 
victed Conſciences. 

hi Pee. 2, Snch Conftitutions ( faith 
| Bulltnger) as are expedient 
and drawn from general 
Scripture, and are for edjs 
| fication, | call not Humane 
| Traditions. 

| |] Confel. Yea, one of the Refur- 
||| SueV- IN ,yed. Churches have pur it 
| Ex inco cheir very. ( onfeſſion, 
|  8.17.pag, That they deſerve to- be e- 
|| 2:90, ſteemed Divine © rather 
'8 th:n Humane Conſftituti- 
iF 02S. | *. 

I | Catv. in For, ſatch Mr Calv:z,ſuch 
| | x Cor. 14, are not to be reckoned for: 
| humare Traditions , ſince 
1'F they are founded in the ge- 
If | Zanch..in yeral precept, and have the 
[4 com-lec liquid approbation, as *it 
i; ** were, of Chrits gin 
| | -Epiſt. 24 ZHeza, therefore ,” 'con- 
| cludes 
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about thmes Indifferent, 
_— Thar. —_ that 
n_ or order; -bei » -DEING COMs 

ed by. Auchority; do 
ſo. far bind -che conſerexce, 
that no man can 'wilfully 
reandgreſs? _ Ay 


ſme + 


(CASE X11, 
| | Refol. 


Phat are private peyſent | 7 
do; when things that are © 
purely .Indifferent are 

required 1” _— 
"Oe" ? 


Hat thing I here call 
purely Indifferent we 
mpattially retaines a mid 
place betwixr things zecef- 
ſary and things' ſiefull, and 
 berwixe: 


CE ee EY 


"f { aſes of Conſciguce 


betrwixe things expedient 


and things exped:entz more 


lainly, we take a thing to 
purely indifferent, here , 
thar is neither »eceſſary or 


- feefil in its Nature, or by 


the Ford of God ; not 
yet expedient Or inexped:- 
ext, as to the wſe for which 
it 1s appointed, but in «!l 
regards parely indifferent , 


beins neither neceflary | 


with a primary or with a 
ſecundary necellity, as we 
lately diſtinguiſhed ; nor 
yet reſpeRively ſinful or 
unlawful, viz. exther with 


TRE 


a primary or ſecundaty | 


linfulneſs. 

Now the Queſtion. 1s 
ot, Whether there be any 
ſuch things, or not ; bur, 
hoc ſuppoſno , ſuppoling 
there are, and that they are 
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about things Indifferenr. 
commanded by" lawfull Aus 
thorify 5 the Qyeſtion: is, 
What private Chr:iſt:aus are 
tode in ſuch aCaſe? 

For my part, though (as 


I have faid) ſuch things 


ought not ro be enjoyned 
by Authority ; yet, if che 
Scales be even before , the 
command of. Authority 
mult (1 chink) of neceflity 


| turuthem. 


So that here we muſt ob- 
ſerve a third kmade of Nt- 


' ceſſity, where the two for= 
| mer are Wanting : ſo that, 
; where a thing 1s not »e- 
| Cefſary properly, Of occan 


fronally, as expedient, yer, 
it may become neceſla'y 
by the addition of a +h«- 
mane Law ; which alſo 
circulates into the firſt 
neceſſity of a divine come 
| mand; 
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Cafes of Conſcience - 
mand Submit your ſelves 
ro every Ordinance: of 'naan 
for-the- Lords ſake: though 
it be but a meer humane 
Ocdinance, yer (as. ſuch) 
if not finfull or forbidden 
by.: God, you ſeem com- 
manded: co : ſubmit unto 
=” Bo 
Conſequently, we haye 
diſcovered a third kinde 
of Srfulneſs, where the 
primary and ſtcandary. is 
wanting : ſo that, where a 
thing is not fſinfull -z» 
felf zOr by any TRCOMUEML> 
excelnis uſe, yet it may 
become ſo, by diſsbediexce 
ro. lawfull Authority : O- 
bey them that have the 
Rule over you, and ſubmit 

your ſelves, | | 

"Tis neceſ{iry we obſerve 

a difference.in the reaſon of 
Es rmpoſing 


about things Indifferent.. 


impoſing and of obeying : 


For, before a thing is im- 
poſed, there 1s no 0#/:gation 
upon Authority to require 
ic, if it be not fit ; yea, Ira- 
ther there is a pre=ob/:g ation 
co impoſe nothing bur 
what 1s. expedievt inthe 
Worſhip. . of -God ; bir 
nOW; O— one 
required, though not- ex 
= __ we. could defies, 
we are under att ob/ig ation ; 
and. we muſt - not :conſulr 
our libercy, but- out. davy : 
or if our_ Liberty ,;, not ''i6 
much. our./iberty, to forbear, 
as our liberty" to obey ; and 
to enquire whether - the 
thing be. /awfs! or not, 
whether God will a//ow us 
to.do it or wot 3 and If ſo, 
Whether ic be.net our du- 
ty :and whether, though 
we 


r= 


Jo 
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we would not do it for the 
#hings ſake, we mult not 
do: it for the commund:e | 
fake ; the command of | 
eMar, and the command | 
of God. 
Wherefore Beza ( to 
whom I might add the 
Learned of moſt ravks and 
20Cs ,-if need _—_— ) is 
foexpreſs, Res Alioqui 
ſe media, &c. Thilge of 
middle and indifferent na- 
cure do after a certarm mare 
ner change their nature, 
when by ilawful Authority 
© they are cither commund- 
« ded or forbidden, becauſe 
« it is not lawful to own 
«© apainſt the Precept when 
* it-is commanded-, or to 


* 8', wich & is forbidden. 
Thus Bean ©: an my” 
C= 
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| abomt things Indifferent. 
Teſtimony in che Caſe. 

Bur we need zo more,(ce- 
ing the thing hath been 
granted long agon by a n«- 


_— 
"©chey) eraly indifferent it $y7g ae 
«2 —_ juſtified, and Þ,welp,an 
&« ſhall be farther juft- = 
« 524 if necd require, that 
© we attribute #o /eſs to 
« the CAMagsſfrates, then 
< our Adverſaries (tmean- 
4 ing the {onformiſts ) dv. 
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What are private Chriftin 

_ '' ans to do When things In- 
., | expedient are required of 
I © IM 
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i br the: Fourth place, 
KL things ex7o7»ed abourthe 
Worſhip. of Gpd may be 
ſuppoſed to be iexped:- 
| ext when they ate properly 
| unlawful. - 
| Here-we alſo have affer- | 
| red there rs a farther abuſe | 
of Authoricy that ought al- 
wayes to be- limired by the | 
Sacred Canons of Decency 
41d Order, and things ex- 
pedient ; bur _—_— 

| UC 


_ —_—_— wb ”—"—_ 
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ſuch an anwarrartable ex- 
ering of.-power , 1n.requi- 
ring things. that are /avf 1, 
bur irexpedient;we are now 
to inquire how a private 
conſcience may prelerve it 
ſelf and the pablick, Peace, 
and whether it ſhould obey 
ſach 1njunRions or nor. 

This is indeed the br - 
then ;'bur how to remove it, 
hic labor, hac opts eff. 

Fhis ,. inthe fiſt place, 
ſeems to call us to axother 
point of welghty moment, 
vV1z, Who 1s the. proper 
Fudge of expediency 1n the 
circumſtances of Gods 
Worſhip ? ny 

There are but two that 
can bid for ic ; the. publick, 
prudence of lawfull Au- 
thoxity , or our own .prz- 
ate diſcretion .: in. things 

E ng- 
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neceſſary , the Word of God 
is our Rwle; 1n things ex- 
pedient, Prudence: rhe Que- 
ſtion is, Whether private or 
publique ? that is , (pardon 
my plainneſſe) where God 
hath left the matter 70 men, 
Wherherjthe People or the 
Governoars ſhould Rule ? 
or, if you had rather, Whe- 
ther they that are called ro 
obeys are not bound to ſ#b- 
mit themſelves, where God 
himſelf :»terpoſerh not ,. to 
thoſe that have the Rule 
over them ? 
All , I know, will ac- 
knowledge, that when S. 
Paul had determined the 
de:ency and order of par- 
ricular things in the 
Charch, that it would have 
been very Tumultuary for 
the people to have aid, 
Theſe 


Or. _ A MM... _ > bE 


UMI 


 Nullus ſenſus privatns re- 
E 2 


about things [adifferent. 
Theſe: things ſeem ſtrange 
to us, and /expedient - And 
the /zke cenſure would have 
p__ upon thoſe, 4.15. 
ad they returned the like 
remora to the Synodical 
Seatenc , Forgive me the 
wrong , Dear Reader, if I 
remember that of the Poet, 
Mutato nomine, 8c. 
Ic may farther challenge 
a ſober debate, Whether the 
Ax 1s not thus laid at the 
root of all polity and Go- 
vernment in the World , if 
once we grant the final 
Judgement of What is fit 
and orderly to private per- 


ſons , and thar this ought to 


be the Rule of every ones 


practice. 
I muſt beg leave of the 
people to judge with Plato, 


T 16773 
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76 Caſes of Conſcience 
rummenſura eſt. I mean no 
more , but thar every one 1s 
'to judge what 18 neceſſary 
according to God ; but /pu- 
'Blick, Authority onely what 
1s expedient ; and I think 
we have reaſon to adviſe, 
before we'eicher give the 
things that are God's, viz, 
eceſ[ary things, to Caſar,or 
"rhe things thar are Czſar's, 
-chart is, things expedzent , to 
the people. 

I do acknowledge the 
people a Judgement of Dr/- 
eretion , the guide and 
meaſure of every ones aCti- 
-onS, viz, to diſcern what 
God ſaith in things neceſſas 
"ry, and what humane © Aus* 
thority ſaith in things ex- 

—_ and to obey: both; 
.but for the people to be 
-w1ſe above: what ts written 

In 


| UM 


about things Indifferent. 
in the B:ble, to judge what 
1s neceſſary ,,and what is're- 
quired by the Laws of the 
Land, to judge what-is eve 
pedient, I fear 1s folly, and 
rends to confuſion, in the 
Church and Stare. 

Where Ged, commands, 
and /1az forbids ; or where 
God,forbids,and Man com- 
mands , we are bound by 
the Covenant of Natare 
and Grace to acknowledge 
the ſupremacy of Heaven, 
and to obey. God rather 


than 21{az : Bur where God 


is ſilent, and Mar com- 
mands , Obedience to our 
Governours 1s farre better 
(hiving more of Religion 
and Order in it) than ſacri= 
ficing to the net of our pre- 
vate Reaſon for things 
more expedient. 

s3 . 
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Caſes of Conſcience 
Teſus Chriſt having fixt 


by his own. appointment all | 
the Eſſentials of hs Fa- | 


thers Worſbip,lefr the C:r- 
cumſtances of Decency and 
Order in the manner of 
performance, as things too 
ſmall ro engage the Wiſe- 


dom of Heaven to the : 


Church, as if there were 
ſome thing in chis regard 1n 
that common ſaying , Nor. 
Vackt exiguts rebus , &C., 


Hereupon Calviz con- |! 


cludes 5 H bC 1rdifferentia 
ſunt , F 14 Ecclefie lis 


bertate poſta, Indifferent | 


rhings, things not decided 


by God , are left in the /:- | 
berty of the Church : Nor | 


in th2 /tberty of every 
ember ; 'twere ealie to 
ſhew , that was not Cal- 


vIns Meaning , no tnore | 
than 


| 


- 


[ 


| 
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chan it was the Apoſtles, 
who denied that /:berty to 
the people, and: gave them 
particular Orders himſelf, 
than which rtaere, 1s no- 
thing more evident in Scri- 
PLUTC. 
Conſulte agit qui precep- 
to legts obtemperat, ſaith the 
Civilian : And no doubt 
when 1t 1s nor //» , tis 
wiſedom to obey the Law : 


,Ic 1s ſeaſonable to call to 


md and to prattiſe too: 
Leges hyminnm, non homie 
nes legum dominss eſſe opor- 
zet - It is fitcer thit Laws 


ſhould govern. Mer , than. 
that Afex , private men, e-. 
very private man ſhould 
govern the Laws : till 'T 


muſt be underſtood in 
things mot determined by 


Ged, for then we are pre- 
E:< obliged | 
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obliged by a higher Law, 
which ſuperſedes the /ower; 
and not we, but God-conse 
tradicts ſuch Laws of Aer 
as are againſt his 0w# : Bur 
when the matter 1s left co 
Men, and they command 
us; for us out of a-pretend= 
ed Tad OO Rent of erſcretion, 
to 05 ject incomventence and ; 
inexp:drence , and to refiſt 
the power, ſavours but liecle 
of either Judgement or Dil 
cretion. 


Bur , that I may offer all 
fair ſatisfaction to this 
great (cruple , I crave lezve 
co admic the private Con- 
ſcience.imro the C harr , and 
then the: Caſe tands thus, 


CASE 


about things I, ndifferent, $ k | £ | | 


CASE. 


Whether any thing that tn 
our private judgement is 
unfit and inconvenient to 
be uſed 1n the exerciſe of 
Religion, may be wartan- 
tably pratti ſed by us when 
commanded thereanto by 
Authority ? 


Reſol- 


Would be very far from 
the guilt of winding the 

conſcience of the plain 
| Reader into- any zeedleſſe 
intricacy in this prattical 
Caſe ; yet I muſt preſume a 
lictle upon him, to make 
way for my Anſwer here- 
unt0, by a few plain diſtin- 


eons, 
E $ 10ers 
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Caſes of Conſcience 
1. There is a fitneſſe or 
expedience with reſpe& to 
Governoars or private ; ek 
ſons ; therr command. or 
our gbedience : whence. a- 
riſe two great Caſes , that 
muſt be diſtinguiſhed and 
not confounded ; 1. What 
is fit for Authority to re- 
quire ? 2, What is fir for ws 
co do? | 
Noqueltion, our Ralexs 
may poſlibly require that 
which 1s ot fir to be requi- , 
red 3 and conſequently , 
that Which they oxght not 
co require : and ſuch their 
impoſitions may be ful 
as to them ; Which yer I 
doubt not may be lawful 
and-fit for us, 
| - Whether Rulers exert 
their power in things [z- 
different as they ought » or 
nor, 


| 


about things Indifferent. 

not , I judge , more imme- 
diately concerns the con- 
ſcience of Rulers , rather 
than of us private perſons : 
with us , the grear and nexr 
and moſt concerning Caſe 
is this ; Not ſo much whar 
Rulers may require, as \vhat 


we may do; or rather , not 


ſo much what it is fir for 
them to 1mpoſe, as What 13 
fit for #s to do, 

2. There is again a fir- 
neſle or expediency quoad 
rem , and quoad nos : Or 
more plainly, fitneſſe 1s con- 
ſiderable in a more /arge 
and general ſenſe,as applied 
to its ſ#bjett, thar is, to 
che Service that is to be 
performed , without any 
farther conſidering of any 
other circumſtances of it-; 
as the fitneſſe of khreelrng, 
ſtand- 


Cafes of Conſcrenee 
ſtanding, or ſuting ar the 
Sacrament : or in a more 
ſ#ri& and qualified applica- 
tion to my particular afti- 
on of kneeling, ſtanding, of 
ſuting, &Cc. as it 18accom- 
panied with all the circum- 
ſtinces and intanglements 
of my pr:vate Caſe. 

And thus we diſcover two 
Caſes more : Whecher in_ 
general and quoad rem, OC 
accordiyg to the nature 0: 
th2 thing to do this or that ; 
e.g. 0 receive the Sacra- 
ment kzee/ing, or ſitting, Of 
Standing? or ſecondly, What 
1s fitteſt for #70 d5, all rhe 
circumſtances and obliga- 
trons of our private and 
particular Caſes firſt 4xely 
pondered? forTI lictle doubt, 
bur chat at lengeh it will 
ſufficiencly appear, that that . 
which 


| about things IndiFferent. 
which 1s nor Clo fit in z# ſe/f, 
may yet be expedient for 
5 to do : And therefore 
give me leave once again 
- ſtixe you the Queſtion 
thus, 


CASE. 


Whether , if Authority re- 
quire that which is law= 
full :t ſelf, but not expe- 
dient, all things conſide= 
red , it may not be both 
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obey and do it ? 
Reſol. 


Here is nothing more- 
p_ and certain, than 
that the ſame laivfull things, 


at divers times and to di- 
vers 


6A < 
% » , 
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_ Caſes of Conſerence 
vers perſons , were judged 
by the Apoſtle to be borh 
expedient and 1nexpedient, 
both in his doftrinve and 
prattice ; who became a 
Jew to the Jews , and a 
Grecian to the Grecians ; 
and even all rh:»gs to all 
2en , thar he might win 


ſome, 
. Upon the like ground 


"Ambroſe, Auguſiine , &C, 


beld thar expedient for 
themſelves and others to 
practiſe in oe Church , 
which they judged altoge- 
cher #»fit 1n another of a 
different *ſage. 

Now What ſhould be 
che reaſon of this mautabi- 
{ty of Indifferent things ? 
This wel! purſued will car- 
ry us far towards a ſolutt- 
on of this grear difficulty. 

| No. 


about things Indifferent. 


upon it, Whoſe words are 
weighty and juſtly worthy 
of all acceptation by ſuch 
as deſire ſarisfaftion abour 
the zature and »ſe, the fite 
eſſe or anfitneſſe of changs 


Indifferent, 


Adiaphore rev ſunt lici- Polan; ' 
te vel illicite pro circum tom. 2. 
ftantiarum ratione : Things P?&:376 


Indifferent (ſairh he) are 
lawfull or unlawfull , by 
reaſon of their ci7came 
ſtances 5 for which he 
cites Kom, 14. 20, 21, 
x Cor. 8. 13. But, put caſe 
chat circumſtances a//ow ot 
diſſmade on beth fides; 
that there are either 7»- 
convemences to deterr , or 
advantages to invite on 
both ſides; Whar is co be 
done in ſuch.a caſe? Pol/anms 
there- 


No doubt Polanus hit 


Ea hs 
» 
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therefore-adds., Hic autem 
in Circumſtantiarum pugna 
& contrarietate, mmorss 
monmentl y 11S que: majorts 
moments, pauciores pluribus 
cedant : 1, e, Wierethere 
1s a conteſt and contrariery 
of Circumſtances,thoſe that 
are /eſſe in weight and fewer 
In number muſt give way 
to thoſe tht are greater 
and »zore, Rom. 14. 27. 

So thar , would you 
know, whether it be fit co 
obey Authority in things 
that are /awfull be 1nexpe- 
dient, bring the Caſe to the 
Teſ#, Where 1s the over- 
ballance of expedience and 
fieneſſe?Conſider and weigh 
rhe Circumances on both 
ſides, and examine whether 
to follow our own judge- 


F:nt and diſobey Authori 
ty 


about things Trd:fferent. Yg., © ; 
ty in al} 7nconVemence , of 
to do.thit which 1s-incon- 
venient 7» obedrerce-to Au- 
tharity, be really atrended 

with the more or fewer, 

the greater or lefſe 7»co- 
wemences. I ſpeak, as umo 

wiſe men, judge ye what 1 

ſay z and' anſwer your 
ſelves. 

Yet, that I maay miniſter 
all my aſiſtance to my 
Readers Conſcrence, ler us 
in earneſt pur the queſtion, 
Whether the Corventences 
of Obedience in ſuch a 
caſe may not greatly over- 
bear the expediency of the 
thing required ? 

Truely, in my moſt ſe- 
rious pondering of this 
weighty matter , there are 
three things of ſo great con- 
cern, and even 7nd:ſper- 


ſable 


O_o re. 


eee en 
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ſable convemency , if I may: 
ſo undervalue them that of- 
fer their atrendance to ſuch 
an Obedience, that the ord;- 
ary inconvenience of any 
lawfull thing injoyned 
ſeems very /:ight and in- 
conliderable ro them ; the 
very mention of them , one 
would think , is of weight 
ſufficient to ſway the bal- 
lance : they are Peace , Da- 
ty, Safety ; \n the behalf of 
each of theſe, we ſhall ven- 
rure to engage a particular 
compariſon, 


+ about things Indifferent, 5x > 
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SeR: 1, Of Peace. 


———— 


Hen we muſt either 


/ 


conform th an 1nex- 
pedrent rhiferen thing ; or 
by our zon-conformity brenk 
or bur hazard the peace, ler 
ſuch as have been ſcorch'd - 
In the flames of contention, 
or 'carry abour them the 
Skarrs of Warr, or have a- 
ny way learn'd to yalue 
peace, judge what is to- be 
done. 


PEACE. (as the Na- 
turalifts ſay of the Radical 
Moiſture) 1s the Root of 

_ allrhings ; but by the hears 
of trouble and publique 
contention , (alas! ) how 
ſoon does our glory and | 

g00d- 
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Cafes of Conſcience 
ooodlineſſe wither, and all 
proſperity die away? Who 
rrembles not . at rhe 
thought , yea, at the yery 
79t;on towards a thoughr, 
of being guilty of throw- 
mg the: kaſt brand into 
this fire + feſt (as a Reve- 
rend Divine adds) he 
ſhould be made a firebrand 
1» Hell + Say not , Thy 
pariienlar , or thy party is 
inconliderable 5 a ſpark, 
unchoughr of, unſeen, and 
almoſt inviſible , carns a 
Citie into aſhes 2 How 
great a matter a little fire 
kindles \ 

Therefore ſaith one, S1- 
cat vita 1# homine , ita pax 
in reens, Ke, Peace wn. a 
Kingdom is as /ife in a 
man: and as health is no- 
thing. but a temper of the 
humors,, 


£ 


humors , ſo there is Peace 
where every thing keeps its 
own Order ; and: as when 
health fails, the 'man tends 
to death 3 ſo when Peace 
departs, a Kingdom tends 
to deſolation ; whence the 
great-and laſt-intention, is, 
rokeep the Peace. 

O that men would a lit- 
tle conſider ; what do they 
loſe by doing that which 
they judge z»expedientyif It 
be {awfull ? Not Peace with 
God, he hath not forbidden 
its not Peace of Conſcrexce, 
that allows it ;-not Peace 
with Azthority , that com- 
monds it, What then? 
A little - pleaſing of our 
felves.,-a fmall portion of 
private farisfa&tion , and 
the enjoyment -of- our /z- 
berty.n a thing A 

Ce 
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Caſes of Conſcience 
becauſe we judge it not to 
be expedient, 

Aoain, Oh that it were 
well conſidered, what is /o/t 
with the Peace of the 
Church , what we hazard 


When we hazard this. 


Ah ! what convenience 
1s offered ro ballance the. 
neceſiity of Peace ? What 
can ſatisfie the /ofſe of 
Peace ? where is our /:ber- 
ty when Peace is gone ? how 


dreadfull are the fruits of 


Contentions ? who ſayls to 
che 7nd:es in hopeg of a peo- 
ple ; or would venture all 
in the hazard of ſo neceſla- 
ry a thing as Peace, for ſo 


ſmall a matter as his prz- 


vate Content in a bare expe- 
diency ? Can this expedr- 
excy that we defire warrant 
us againſt all che Precepts, 

per- 


wy t ings Indifferent, 


perſwaſions , beſeechings of 
the God of Peace , to pray 
for, ſtudy, ſeek., purſue, and 
follow afrer peace ? Can 
chis defend us from the 
threatmngs denounced a- 
oainſt the troublers of I[- 
rael ? or make up the loſle 
of all che comforts of the 
ſons of Peace, and the bleſ- 
ſedneſſe promiſed to peace- 
makers ? | 

Yea, let it be conſides 
red, whether in things In- 
different , if there be any 
hazard of the peace of the 
Church one way or other ; 
the queſtion muſt not be ſo 
much, What is expedient, 
and what not $3 but what 
mmkes for peace , and what 
not : ind if this be the 
caſe indeed with - us , let 
that weighty advice nm 
che 


Be). 
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the - bleſſed ' Apoſte tink 
deep into our conſcience, 
and decide. the Concrover- 
fie ; which if ſincerely 
heeded, being ſo :1hrough- 
ty fated to this very cafe, 
Idare bebold-ro ſay , muſt * 
needs doit. [Let #5 follow 
after the vInngs that make 


for peace; q.d. in theſe 


indifferent:things-(of which 


| he was creating ) trouble 


not your ſelves over-mmch : 


ſome may think #425 expe- 


dient , ſome that ; but in 
rheſe things, {et me. per- 
ſwade you to make peace 
your Rule ; and while 0- 


. thers, with too, much heat, - 


enflame their contentions, 


about what 1s fitteſt ,to the 


breach of the peace, and the 
crauble of the Church ; 
be you ſure,'to mark. thoſe 
things 


= 


-Y 
- 
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things thit make for peace, 
and follow them. Fly 
contention , and too much 
ſcrupulofiry in ſuch things, 
and follow after things which 
make for peace. 

Upon the /tke grounds, 
no doubt, S*. Anguſtrne re- 
ceived that grave advice of 
S, Ambroſe, as if it had 
been an Oracle, T o conforms 
to the Uſages of every 
Charch where he came, as he 
would netther take nor p1ve 


| offence; S*.. Angnſtine al» Epiſt.u8, 
ſo gives the like advice up- 


on ſomewhat the like rea- 


| ſon ; for the ſakg of the So- 


ciety of thoſe, with whom we 
live. 


- - That which Beza re- 


rts of Calviz 1s very 


rematkable. In Calvins Brin vie. 
abſence, it ſeems , the Y/a- Cav, 


fer- 
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Catv, Ep. 
379, 


- with it, .(that 1s, be znexpes 
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the Application of that 


fer-cake was brought 1nto 
the Sacrament at. Geneva : 
now , though Calvin judged 
Ir very 1nconvenent , yer he 
judeed the peace more xeed- 
full, and did earneſtly ad- 
moniſh them not to be cop 
rentions about a thing 1ndife 
ferent. And in ſo good a 
remper his words *took 
them, that they,both Af:mi- 
ſters and People,followed his 
Counſel. 

This was nothing but 


” 


General Rule: which Cal-. 
v1 commended to Chri- 
ſtians in his ow, writings 
with winch we ſhall ſeal 
up this particular : Though 
a thing ( ſaith he ) be im- 
poſed, ſhould %r:»g fence, 


and” araw 1. conſequences | 


dent)! 


dient ) yer if in zt ſelf it 
be not repugnant to Gods 
Ward , 1 may be yielded 
unto , eſpecially where the 
greater part prevaileth ; in 


which he 1s but a ember of 


that body,and can proceed xo 
farther : and by conſequence 
Non-conformity would ha- 
zard peace. | 


— 


Set. 2. Of Duty. 
Tr ſecond thing that 


lies in ſca/e againſt the 
Tuexpediency of things 1m- 
poſed, is that weighty thing 
called DATY. - 

Here there ſeems to be 
ſo much odds ,  thar the 
Queſtion is no longer 
what we may doy or What 


is fit for us to do, ' but what 


F 2 We 


"OR 
4 
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Caſes of Conſcience 
we muff : So that may 18 
over-weighed by #z:/f, fit by 
juſt, liberty and exp 41ency 
by 4»ty and zeceſ/iiy, with 
reſpect to Grd nd to the 
Magiſtrate, 

1, There 1s 2/7 from 
God , a neceſſity !aid upon 
»s from Heiyen, and ;»oe be 
to AMmfters if whey preach 
not the Goſpel ; and woe be 
ro the People it tlizy atterd 
not the Ordizances : be- 
fides, the neceſſity of Obe- 
Adrence. to Magifiratzs on 
borh. 

Bug now there 1s no 
muſt 0: perſorm ſuch 7z- 
d; ferent things, as we ſcru- 
ple at. for their :92xped:. 


excy ; yet; we fear, thac ſo. 


it may happen , that ref#- 
fing to obey Authority in 
ſuch :nd:fferewt things, tnay 

InCa- 


| 


about things Indifferent. 
Incapacitate us for the diſ- 
charge of thoſe neceſſiry 
Dutres » neceſſary with tee 
ſpe to Gods comming , 
and rhe grea! Salvation of 
immortal Souls. 

This very Conſideration 
turned the Scale in thar old 
but moſt Eminent Wex- 


Conform'ſt T, C. his Jucg- Third 
2 Book. 


ment /ozg agon abour th 
Surplice. © The truth is, 
«Ffairh he , (though in ano- 
« ther Book of -his- before 
«he had called the: Syr- 
«9/ice 4 e Mark. aicd Sacra- 
« ent of Po piſh Abomina- 
«ron )1 Poe, nor be AutFor 
© toany to foritke his Pan 
© floral Charge for the 1n- 
© ronverence ; and oiverh 
< this very Reaſon, Becauſe 


« Preaching 1s the abſo{ute 


« (" ommand of God , and 
E Z 66 there 


IOq. 


1O2 


Caſes of Conference 
< therefore otght not to 


"0 de laid aſide for a /imple 


oC LnCOnVentence Or Uncoms- 

<« linefle of a thing which 

« in 1ts nature 1s indiffe- 
© rent. 

There 1s a uf alle 

from man, Our Rulers, 

under God , Qoalſo give us 


our Care of Souls , which 


w2 accept from them ; 


rhey command us ro 


Preach, and feed the Flock: 


they laſtly i injoyn us to diſ- | 


penſe our dxty with ſuch 
and ſuch crrcamtarces, 
which they judge moſt co::- 
venient : God alſo adds bis 
commyind , thit we ſhout 
for corſcienceſahe , yer, for 
his owa ſake ( EY, 70 "Rrates 
being his Vice-gerents ) 
ſub B+ our ſelves to every 
Ordinance of man, that 15 
not 


UMI 


not contrary to the Ord: 
nance of God, ED 
| Now ths is the very 
. Caſe: and ſurely ic muſt be 
' a very greae inconvenience, 
attending a circumſtance of 
our duty, that can out-weigh 
our duty : our duty to God, 
to our Pr:zce, to our Pla- 
ces, to our Copſciences, 
and to the Souls of thepeo- 
ple. | 
Ler me humbly enter 
this caveat , take heed of 
reſiſting the Ordinance of 
God while you contemn a 
humane Inſtitution, The 
Ordinance of Man may be 
zncomnvenent ; bur reſiſting 
the Ordinance of God -15 
plainly /zf-/, and ſadly ar- 
tended, 

I (hall therefore com- 
mznd the fatherly Coun- 
F 4 ſel 
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Cafes of Conſcience 
ſel of Augaſtine unto you, 
and therewith alſo ſea/ up 

this Particular, © In choſ: 
<rnings (faith he) in which 
«* the holy Scriprare hath 
*© mide no certain apr 
«© pointment , let tize cw- 
hs Fow of of the people. of 
* God, Or nſiituta majo- 
*"ra72, the iniunctions of 


©« (Governors , be held for a 
«Law, 


DR RC —r—rrrrrer ON TTY At < 


Sect. 3, Of Safery. 


tie /af# great convent 
encyhar I (hall jewn 
in the ballazce againſt the 
expediency defired & ſtuck 
upon , 1s that of Safety and 
Preſervation. 
B:fides our ow , which 
hiply we {tle regard , th: 


ſafety 


Py, og — 
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ſafety of our party, which 
we may too mach value, the 
ſafery of the people , their 
oreat Salvation, yea, the 
very concern of Religioy , 
and the power of Godlineſs ; 


theſe , no dobur, are things 


of Weight with all prud-nt 
and good men, 

Bur 1 humbly Requeſt, 
my D:ſcontented Brethren ; 
May nor /zch things as theſe, 
theſe very things, yea, all 
rheſe things be hazarded by 
checking at Obedience in 


things 1expeHient , barely 


inexpedient ? 

Do not yor fear ? Go 
not you ſay rnat you cer- 
rainly fore-ſee , rhat you al- 
ready begin to fee! the lofle 
of your intereſt in a Gract- 
ous KING, inthe Laws 
of the Land, the laying 


F 5 down: 


- o Lene oct Lig 
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 aſes of Conſcience” 
down of the 17:-rſtry, and 
rhe committing of the pre- 
cious ſouls of your poor 
people to the care, or ra- 
ther zeglett of a blind and 
ſortiſh, careleſle and ſcan- 
dalous Mimſtry ? Is there 
nothing in theſe , 2 all of 
theſe , can recompence the 
lofſe of a bare expedrency, or 
ti2 trouble of che contrary ? 
God forbtd. 

Do not you fear , ( for- 
ove my plainneſle ) do you 
not ſay you fear that your 


* Nonu-conformity may tempt 


the Conformaſts to lean to 
Popery for ſupport ? If" ſo, 
my Brechren , ( chough 0- 
chers fear it not ) may not 
this endanger the Church 
of God among us, yea, all 
the Reformed Churches in 


ihe World , ( which may 


ſome- 


Lou) 
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avout things Indrfferent. 
ſomewhat depend upon 
ours ) to be ſwallowed up 
by the Common Enemy ? 1s 
this the caſe , my brethren ? 
do you indeed judee it [6 ? 
and will you be at zo trouble 
ro ſave them ?+will you 
part with no converrence, tO 
preſerve rhem ? 1s your 
own content arid private 
liberty, inſoſmalla matter, 
of greater moment than all 
the Churches ? Alas ! had 


our LORD. valued them Ccrtumn et 


167.7 


at no higher rate , they 9mm 


had hardly been the par- 


Cerg bro 
Patrt4 


chaſe of his Precious Quincll, 


BLOOD. 


Whar hope of expedien-.. 


cy can repair the danger ? 


yea , what expediency, :f 


obtained ? which yer is bur 
our aim, and can hardly be 


rh2 


ſecured in the accident » if 


Cafes of Confrience 
che ſubſtance miſcarry z our 
admired expediency being 
equally hazarded by our 
Non-conformity with all the 
reſt, 12, the Peace of the 
Church, our d»ty to God 
and Man, the favour of the 
King, the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
the ſerv:ce of the Church, 
\ the ſalvation of Souls, the 
ſafery of the Kingdoms , and 


che Proteſtant Cauſe in'the 


. World. 

Who: can {o fondly im1- 
eine that the God of all 
theſe can have any regard ro 
the /can Sacrifice of our ex- 
pediency, with ſo much pro- 
digality, ſo!.rr!2 regard to 
mercy\ and charity, and ſci 
dreadfull hazards ? 

Bur to bring it cloſer to 
our ſelves ; I doubt not to 
a fticm, chat our own prvare 


ſafety 


/afety, the ſafety of our per- 
fons , our- families and e= 
ſtates , may juſtly challenge 
ſome influence , when con- 
cerned, upon our conformity 
in /awfll things , though 
ſomewhat znexpedient, Bur 
ſeeing ſo many are prepa- 
ring chemſelves to glory in 
ſuch kind of Siffrines, 


though attended with all 


che hazards lately named, 
we ſhall pur the Caſe, 
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CASE. © 


tWhether ts it fit or lawfull ts 
expoſe our ſelves and ours 
to ſufferings, rather than. 
conform 1z things lawfull 
but inexpedient ? 


Reſol. © 


> Ruly ro me it ſeemeth 
a ſtrange prod: gality, 
neither fit nor /awf#// , bur 
mote, far more unfit and :-- 
expedient than the very 
rhnngs char are ſcrupted art, 
be they very mmexpedient y 
as ſome conceive, if rhey be 
but /awfull. 

In ſuch kind of ſuffer- 
ings to-me appeareth /:rt/r 
or 0 good, but mach evil. 

I, 1 ſee but little good 
in 


abont things Tnaiſſerent, 
in them , becauſe I can find 
no call unto them. 

We are indeed invited 
to hazard, yea, to ſuffer 
the /ofſe and pain of all 
things for Chriſt his ſake, 
and the Goſpels , and fot 
Righteouſneſle ſake ; this, 
1s, for the 7 eſt19ny of Je- 
ſus ; this 1s the one thing 
neceſſary ; all other things 
are rot neceſſary in compa- 
riſon , in competition with 
this: Alas! this 1s far from 
a bare expediency ; *tis the 
ſabſtance, and more than the 
Accidents and Circumſtan- 
ces that God calls us ro ſuf- 
fer for, 

If we ſuffer for things 
expedient , we ſuffer for our 
own apprehenſion of whar 
15ſo, and not for the: Word 
of God , that bath lefc lar 
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Cafes of Conſcience 
decided what is ſo ; and 
conſequently , what ever 
we tempt. our ſelves with 
all, ſuch Suffering 1s far 
from AMartyrdome ," which 
hes in the Cazſe, as well 
as the Occaſion and [aten- 
F107, 

We find no Command 
requiring, no Example of 
Chriſt, his Prophets or A- 
poſiles fore-going , no Pro- 
wnſes encouraging us in 
ſuch k:zd of ſuffering ; and 
how th2in can we exy2& any 
Comfort in them , Support 
under them , or Reward for 
them ? 

Yea, do nor ie meet 
with a check to the con- 
trary , for ſuch zeal and 
forwardnefle , from a Prgu. 
dent Perſon ? Be not righte- 
ousgwer-much ; Why frenief 
tho: 
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thou deſtroy thy ſelf before 
thy time ? | 

2, Aslittie 200d,{o zzuch 
evil appears in th:m : for 
ſuch cauſlefie call- /efſe ſuf- 
ferings injure ' God ,, the 
Church, our ſelves. 

1, God, on whom we fa- 
ther our prevate. opinions 
for which we ſuffer, as if 
chey were his Caſe; uſurp- 
ing alſo the hozoar and dig- 
nity of ſuffering for Chriſt, 
which he hath nor yer given 
us. 

2. The Charch, thus 
denying her our AMinſte- 
ry , putting our cardle un- 
ho a buſhel , or being 
thieves to her light; 
tempting the weak that un- 
derſtind not our Reaſons, 
tro (ufter with us without a 
cauſe ; and doing our part 
co 


- 
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| Caſes of Conſcience 
co make ſ#ch breaches, and 
to raiſe ſuch a ſform as may 
| Porpmneeh _ 

3. Oar ſelves;from whom, 
as one ſayes , God calls for 
the calves of our 1ips but 
we offer him our /:ves , our 
liberties , our wives, out 
children, &c, before he re- 
quires them at our hands $ 
wherein I tremble to put it 
to a queſtion, Whether there 
be more of Martyrdoms of 
Hurthere 

If my advice be any thing 
to be regarded , rather obey 
as faras God and Coxſcrerice 
will permit 5 and when 
chey.check you, ſuffer, and 
ſuffer cheerfully ; ſuffer for 
God ,- ſuffer for Conſcience, 
and ſuffer coefor tably ; bur 
if you ſtop your courſe of 
obedience before God call 
| | and 


FR . 


about things Indifferent, 
& conſcience checks, be your 
private reaſons whar they 
cang I think there is cauſe to 
fear leſt ſuch haſty ſufferings 
are of your ſelves, and rather 
pamſhmznts of your incon- 
fiderateneſle and diſobedt- 
ence, than any degree of 
Atarty; dom, 

Give me leave to end in 
plunneſſe, as dealing wich 
Conſcience, and aiming at 
the ſafety of my Brethren. 
It we throw away the Ta- 
/ents char God hath lent us, 
and pay him in Coz he will 
not own, he may juſtly ſend 
us, for our wages, to thoſe 
we have ſerved,our ev!/ ſur- 

ziſes (1 ſpeak it ſoberly) 
and the jealoufies and fears 
ef our Brethren. 

'Tis plain, that a promiſe 
of ouward proſperity 
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gives. juſt encouragement 
for obedience to Authority : 
Homur thy Father and thy 
Aother , that thy dayes may 
be long upon the Land which 
the | i thy God giveth 


thee. 


_ —— — 
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CASE XIV, 


hat are privat e perſons to 
2, when things linful are 
anepoſed ? 


Reſol, 


Would not bemiſtaken, 


T-have not hitherto been, 
and I cruft never ſhal! bz 
an Advocate for fon or ſin- 
ful impoſitions ; I have on- 
Iy pleaded for a juſt and 


peaceable Self-denial , and . 


ſyb- 
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fuibmiſfſion to the Laws of 
the Place where we live, in 
lawfull -things. W2. are 
deſcthdiig to the loweſt 
ſtep, from thin2s Neceſſa- 
ry, Expedient, purely Iy- 
different , and Inexped:ent, 
( ali which have had their 
part:icalar debate) to - the 
laſh Obje& of impoſition 
propoſed, 12. Things #un- 
lawful 3 to confider what 
we are to do, ſhould Autho- 
rity require Conformity. in 
things nulawful, 
hac 1 may ſpeak fully, 

and as. I humbly defire , & 
r15fattorily, to this doubt, 1 
ſhall take the /rberty of di- 
ſtinkion, 

Things are /izfx/, either, 

1. In themſelves., v2. 
ſuch as God protubits. 


.- 2.. Or, To, ſuch as we 


judge 


-x1$ Caſes of Conſcience | 


judge to be forbidden of 
God; Or 3 | 

3. Unto others, ſuch as 
others judge to be ſinful, 
when they are neither ſo :z 
themſelves, nor judged ſo 
by z# that are to uſe them; 
according to which diftri- 
bution we are further invi- 
ted to the conſideration of 
three Caſes, 

I. What we are to do 
when chings ſinful in them- 
ſelves are required. Or, 

2. When ſach things are 
required as appear ſinful to 
OHY ſelves. Or, 


3. If not to our ſelves, to | 


. ethers that will be offended 
At Our obedience, 


CASE I,' 
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| What are we to do when | | 
things of themſelves and | 
materially evil are come | 
manded by Authority ? 


| Reſol, 
Ss Auguſtine delivered 


much in thoſe few | { 
words, T here can be w Law , | 
that u not juſt, S', Bernard | 
eives us a ſmatr explication | 
and account of it;/Yhat mai | 
commands , 1n ſuch a caſe, | 
God forbids, and ſo repeals | 
and nuls ir; or rather by 
a pre-declaring his #11 a- 
gainſt it, by whom Kings 
Reign, it 1s void of it ſelf _ 
zpſo fatto; 

Hereupon the - conclufi- 
on 


Caſes of Conſcience © 
on 1s drawn> home to our 
preſent Caſe in the other 
words of Bernard ; Pura 
mala ut nunquam juſte ju- 
bers , fic nec licite poſſunt 
fierr ; Things of themſelves 
and materially evil, as they 
cannot be juſtly command- 
ed, ſo theymay not be /aw- 


fully done. 


Shifl we be deaf to' God 
( as Bernard teaſons) and 
hear ez? or witch the A- 
poſtle, ſhall we hearken to 
men rather than God ? We 
muſt nor obey a Conſtable 
in oppoſition to the Kg ; 
nor the- K:-g 1n oppoſiti- 


on to Grd ,, the King of | 
"Kings, as well as Subjefts, 
and the King of Szbjets 


as well as Kngs , whoſe 
Soveraien . Authority both 
Kings and Subje&s-and all 
muſt 


UML 


about things Indifferent. 
muſt acknowledge , leſt he 
vindicate ir with his poww- 
er. 


—— 
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CASE II. 


What are we to do when ſuch 
things are required , as, 
:f not ſinfull ;» thens- 
ſelves , yet-we judge to be 
ſo ? 


Reſol, | 
T is paſt denial, that as 


ſome things may ſeem 
| layyfull to one that ſeem /- 
full to another ; ſo , ſome 
| things may ſeem either 
| lawfull when they are /i- 

fall , or ſinfull when they 
' are /awfull, to perſons m1ſ- 


formed, 
GG There- 


I2I 
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Caſes of Conſcience 

Therefore, wherea thing 
ſeems Iawfull to our Rulers, 
and fit ro be impoſed , and 
yet we judge it /z»fxll, and 
not to be performed , The 
advice I ihould render in 
ſach a caſe, is, 

Firſt , Be not over-con- 
fident of tne certainty of 
thine own opinion , confi- 
dering others , eſpecially 
men in Authority , that 
with advice and -affiſtances, 
which pr:wate perſons can- 
not obtain , have judged ir 
not onely /awf#//, but fit to 
be impoſed and ,praQiiſed : 
and perhaps 1f thou haſt u- 
fed any Cue 4d:/rgence for 
rhe diſcovety of rhe truth 
herein , thou haſt ſeen rea- 


ſon to be more favourable ] 


in thy cenſure than for- | 


merly, 
| 2, There- 
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2. Therefore , with /elf- 
d:fidence ſearch farther , 
ſearch impartially , read 01 
borh fides ; if any thing 
bras thee , let it be thy mil- 
rruſt of thy ſelf, thy eſteem 
::g of others , thy inclinati- 
on to peace, thy love of the 
Church , thy obedience to 
ſupericrs ; ever remembring, 
that zgnorauce and preju- 
dice make ſzares ſome- 
times, and Zeal without 
Knowledge ſets the Church 
on fire. 

2. When thou haſt tho- 
rowly ſearched , the matter 
muſt needs appear unto thee 
either /awfu/, or doubrful,or 
ſenful (till 

1, If God ſhall bleſſe thy 
endeavours with comvittion, 
and bring thee to ſee thine 
own errour, and the /aw- 
G 2 fulne S 
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fulaeſs of thar which before 
thou co:demedſt,che ground 
of tne doubt 1s” removed , 
and conſequently Obed:- 
ence is juſtly expeMed from 
thee. 

2, If thy labours for 
farisfaction have only 
broughe thee inco- ſame 
farther ſuſpicioz of thy 0- 
pinion , ſo that now it doth 
not ſeem to be direftly fin- 
ful which 1s required , bur 
of a doubtful niture , ſo 
that thou art in a doubt 
whether thou maiſt obey or 
zot , I commend rhee for 
chy farther (atisfaRion , to 
chat excellent Caſar/t the 
Reverend Biſhop of Lrz- 
colz his LeQures, p. 216, F 
217. 

He concludes, © If be- 
<* cauſe of ſome propable 
rel- 
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"© reaſons > appearing on 
* both ſides , che ſubject 
*cannor eafily determine 
* wich himſelf whether che 
& Lay be right or not, 11- 
© ſomuch that his mind is 
<*1n a great zzcerta/nty, and 
© knows not which way to 
© incline ; he 1s bound in 
&© this caſe actually to obey 
«it; ſothat he finnerh if he 
© obeyeth it not , and doth 
* not ſin if he obeyeth. 
For which he gives ſeveral 
Reaſons. 

In general , the Reafon 
ſeems ro be rhis ; Thar 
whereof a man dozlts holds 
the beam, aS1t were, ever ; 
there is equal weight 1n 
each ſcale : ſo we ſay, A 
man doubting 1s one in b:- 
vio, in aquilibrio ; but If 
the command: of Amnthor:- 
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ty be thrown into the 
ſcale , 1t muſt needs turn ir, 
if eve» before. ; this may 
not draw me to think ic 
more lawful, but yet more 
neceſſary ; not more law- 
ful with reſpe& to God, yet 
more lawful with reſpect 
to, and more practica- 
ble ; upon that known rule, 
tn re dubia, &c In a doubt- 
ful caſe the ſafer part 15 to be 
choſen, 

3. Bur if the thing re- 
quired appear //nfal to thee 
/fill , rhon art bound by the - 
Law, thou art bound ro rhe 
peace of thine own Conſer- 
ence, Gods Vice-gerent 
within thee, and thou mult 
10: obey. 

Yer it miy be worth thy 
pains to ſearch again thou 
canſt not ſuffer upon too 

HYEC 


about things Tndifferent. 

ſure grounds ; and per- 
chance, yet, thou maiſt be in 
an errour , and God may at 
lengrtrreveal rt to thee, And 
_ char I may offer all my ſer- 
vice , both to thy cofcrence 
and th? peace of the Churcn, 
let me beſeech you thorowly 
ro-examinegand ſatishe your 
ſelf in theſe foxr Caſes, 


I, Whereta Real $ Hpere 
ftition , or the ſhew and ap- 
Pearance of :t /ies ? 


2. Whither ſuch things 

. O 
are fill to be rechoned Sus 
pe:ſtirious, as have been for- 
me-ly FL ed Fo Superſtition? 


3. I}-hether the fionift- 
cancy of things 11poſed ren- 
der the things Superſtitious 
or mnfull ? 

G 4 4. he- 


I 27 ts 


\ 
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4. Whether it be a (infull 
2traying the Chriſtian Li- 
berty to obey the Law 17 
things indifferent 12 the 
Wor ſhip of God ? 


I know norhing that 
makes 12po/it:0us of this 
kind ſeem /infa//co any,bur 
It may be reduced to theſe 
forr heads: give me but a 
little /iberty ro ſpeak my 
mind briefly upon each of 
them,and I haſten ro a Cor- 
cluſion, 


EE LS. JE. © her 
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CASE 1. 


Wheretn doth Supecltirion 
or the appearance of 1t 


conſiſt e 
Reſol. 


echis Cafe: hath viſibly 

ewo Branches. 

1. Touching the reality, 

2. The appearance of Su- 
perſirtion. 

1. For the reality of Su- 
perſtition ; all Divines con- 
clude, that it ſticks not in 
the zatares of rhe things #- 
ſed or required. , bur inthe 
perſons that ſwperftitiouſly 
require or uſe them. $S#- 
perſtit1on therefore 1s rights 
ty ſaid by Divines co 
be grounded in that falſe 
Gy a 


Dofrine or ſuperſtitions 0+ 
pinion char ſuperſtitious per- 
ſous have of them. 

Polaris, with many 0- 
thers of unqueſtionable 
credit mn this. particular , 
hach reduced thoſe errours 
that coni{trute coroum ſfaus 
ces of Worſhip truly and 
really ſuperſtitions, to four 
heads. | 

x. eriti : When we 
think God 1s bound to re- 
ward our inventions , and 
that by our purſes or la- 
bours rherein we prrchaſe 
his favonr, This 1s Szper- 
fertion. 

2, Culizs Dei - When 
things are required as parts, 
or of the eſſence of D;v1ze 
Yorſhip, or ſo uſed. This is 
Superſtition. | 
3. Perfellionss : When 


y\ ”,D 
} w 


by 


we concelve thar. the true 
beauty and excellency of 
the Church , and the perfe- 
£0n of Chriſtianity conliſt- 
eth in things of humane in- 
vention, This is Szper/ti- 
t107, 

4. Neceſitatis : When 
ſuch things are required as 
ſimply zeceſſary in their na- 
ture, and ſo uſed, when 
they are but things zzd:f- 
ferent, This 1s alſo Super ſti- 
t197, 

Queſt. But when may 4 
thing be ſaid to appear Su- 
perſtitious-, or to have the 
appearance of Superſt111on ; 
for that alſo muſt be avord- 
ed ? 

Anſw, We muſt diftin- 
ouiſh : There is an evil ſur- 
mſey and an evil appear- 
ance ;, and the firſt 1s con- 
demned 


Cafes of Conſcience 
cetnned as well as the /at- 
ter. Many may judge that 
ro be ſuperſtition thar is 
not ; their errour doth ' not 
make \t to be ſoindeed , or 
in appeararce;for then what 
ſhould eſcape when you 
have cried it by the meaſure 
of all men ? 

Therefore we muſt con- 
clude, tht a thing may ap- 
pear 79 me tobe ſuperſtitt- 
ous , thit hath not the ap- 
pearance of ſuperſition or 
evil, proverly ſo called. 

Indeed , when upon e- 
vident and undeniable 
grounds of general pra- 
fice , It appears to the ſo- 
ber and unbiaſled ſort of 
Chrnſtians , that a thing is #- 
ſed ſuperſtitiouſly , rhac is, 
as before, with a ſ#per/t:- 
tiers Concert either of me- 

rity 


neceſſity , then no doubc 
there 15 an appearance of Su- 
perſtition. 

Bur I ſay , grounds of ge- 
neral practice ; for it is not 
the ſuperſticious uſe of ſome 
few particular private per- 
ſons among #s ( much 
leſſe of other Countries ) 
that makes a thing appear 
ſuperſtitious 3 the pra- 
Etice muſt be general with 
a5, 


tis Caſe ? Look to the Do» 
arine of the Church, 
wiznce the grounds of 1m- 


pofition and practice are 


draywn 3-if that, as 1 have 
ſaid , be falfe and ſuperſtt- 
tious , and it appears that 
upon tnoſe falſe and _ 

Itt® 


abont things Ind: ferent.” 
rit, worſhip , perfeftion, or - 


Or rather , would you 
have an axd-nbred Rule in 
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ſtitious grounds th2 impolt- 
tion was raiſed, then there 
is an appearance of evil to 
be avoided ; but if you find 
otherwiſe , you muſt other- 
wiſe jadge. 

IF ir thould be poſſible 
that private Chriſtians have 
reaſon to reply, We know 
not the minds of our Ru- 
fers; for ought we know 
they may require thoſe 
things which we ſcruple,up- 
on ſome /uper/tit10us ground 
unknown to us. 

To ctis it 15 eaſe to. an- 
{wet , 

1. It the Do&trine of the 
Church declares the grounds 


of ſuch impoktion in gexe- 


ral, that is viſible, and that 
mult be your rule in judge- 
ing the grounds of particu- 
/ar things 1mpoſed , till the 


(Cie 


re, SIO 


co:trary 18 declared , or till 
you have ſome anqueſlio- 
rable reaſon to ſ#ſpeft the 
defigns of your Governors 
to berray rhe Church to ſ#- 
perſfition and Idolatry, con- 
trary to the known Dc@trime 
of 1t. 

In the mean winle , if 
nothing ſavouring of ſu- 
perſtition aforeſaid be de- 
clared in ths impoſition , as 


Anguſtine fauh, Quod ne- Epiſt.ir 8; 
que contra fidem, &Co That adFanyar, 


which 1s neither againſt 

faith or holinefle ought to be 
held :zdiff erent ; and for the 
ſociety of rhoſe among whom 
we live, to be conformed 
UNL2. 

Suppoſe you Co not 
know the minds of your 
Rulers, yet you owe them 
charity as well as 9bedrence, 
and 


about things Ina: Terent. © 
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Caſes of Conſcience 
and that thinks no harm, 
bur welcoms every thing, 
eſpecially from Suveriours, 
with the beſt interpretation, 
«© There are (faith Anugs- 
& ſf:2c, tull to our purpoſe ) 
(© certain middle or indiffe- 
& rent a&tions, Which we 
«are 1gnorant with what 
& mind they ar2 Jone ( be- 
© cauſe they miy he done 
Ec either with 2 —_ or evil 
& intent ) ; de qu/bus teme- 
rarinm eſt ind; care, mAxume 
ut condemnemsas ; Which 
things it 1s a raſhneſſe to 
judge much more to cox- 
demn. | 


CASE II, 


Whether ſach things as have 
been «ſed ſuperſtiriouſly 
ſt be reckoned Super = 


ſtrtiors (till? 


Reſol. 


His doubt 1s allo reſof- 

. ved upon the. former 
grounds, For, 

I, If Superſtition conſiſts 
not in the mature of the 
thing , but in the ſuperſt1tr- 
915 conceit and uſe of ir,then 
ſaperſfition cleaves no long- 
er to any thing , when the 
thing is purged and freed 
from the ſuperſtitious do- 
ttrine ard uſe , opinion and 
practice aforeſaid, 

2, None 
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2. None can reaſonably 
doubt bur that upon rhzs 
ground Superſtition 18 ſe- 
parable from a thing that 
hath been thus abuſed ; as 
one ſayes well, Nothing can 
be ſo far gone into the devils 
power, but may be reduced ta 
Gods Glory, 

J. Therefore , as hath 
been ſaid, we muſt ſtill have 
recourſe to the reaſoz of the 
#ſage at preſent , and the 
preſent gronnds of the 1792- 
potion ; Would you judge 
righteous in this weighty 
particular. 

Superſtition 1s reforma- 
ble two wayes ; either by 
aboliſhing the thing , or 
removing the abuſe : Now 
which 1s the be/# and moſt 
eft2zCual courſe to be ta- 


- ken , muſt be left to the 


wiſe- 
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wiſdome and 2eal of Gover- 
ours ; yer Reaſon judges ſo 
far, Fruſtra fit per plura, 
e&c, If the end can be at- 
tained without more ado, 
7,6, if by 12ſtrattion and 1n- 
janfhons the thing may be 
redaced to a lawful and lau- 
dable uſe, what need of the 
abolition of it ? 

Ad eunders finem multzs 
meds pervemitiur ; We may 
arrive at the ſame end by 
divers means ; the means 
are of no momenr, as ſuch, 
furcher than they advance 
the exd, If ſuperſtirion be 
removed, no great matter 
which way , as appenreth in 
the practice of good He- 
z&k14s ; he took away the 
High places, brake the 1- 
74g%5,cur down the Groves, 
brake the Brazen Serpent 3 
ehus 
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thus he endeavoured with 


all pious zeal to reform by 
the firſt courſe , the abo!:t1- 
en of the things abuſed z 
yet he ſpared the Chapel 
which So/o-0u  buile for 
Alſhtoreth the Idol of the 
5 ydom ans » and for the Che- 
29ſþ the Idol of the Afoa- 
bites, and for Milcom the 
abomination of the children 
of Ammozu*, in hopes, no 


doubr, to ſever the 1dolatry 


from the Places, and by a 
milder courſe of Govern- 
ment, to reduce theſe by his 
wiſdome ro the uſe and ſer- 
vice of the true God, 


Yer upon ſuppohtion-* 


that the- /do/arry or ſuper- 
ſtition canmot be ſevered 
from the uſe of the thing, 


or very hardly done, 1do- | 
latry and ſup:rſtition muſt 


have 


UM! 
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have no indulgence ; the 
Serpent 1t ſelf 1nſuch a caſe 
mult be broken 2 preces. 
Here that famous Rule of 
Pope Stephen is approved 
by all ; Per hoc, Magna 
Authoritas, &c. © For this 
© cauſe that Authority is 
< eſteemed - great in the 
«Church , that if ſome of 
* our Prcedeceſſors have 
*« done ſome things which 
© at that time might be 
& withour faulc, -and after- 
« wards are turned into 
* errour and- ſuperſtition , 
« wirhoaut any delay , and 
<« with grear authority, chey 
&« [nay be:deftroved by Po- 
&« ſterity. 

Yet to this rule we muſt 


oppoſe that excellent obſer- Ad Publi- 
vation of Sainr Auguſtine, col, 154. 


Cuns Templa, Ida, Lact, 
Fo 
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VeR, ad 
Nop, 
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ec. < When Temples, I- 
& dols, Groves , or any 
_ ching of like quality , by 
« [awful Authority are rut- 
«nated, if they be tranſe 
6 lated into com2zm072 ( not 
< proper ) uſes, and conver- 
ns to the honour of the 
<* true God, that falleth out 
© in them which happenetn 
&« Iſo in men, when as of 
&« [acrilegious "and unde 
«ly, theyare converied to 
& the true Religion, -—=- So 
©« God ( faith he ) comman- 
« ded, that the Ford which 
< orew 11 the Griovyzs of 
© ſtrange gods ſhould be j 
«© ſedin the Holocauſt : ad 
« har all the gold and {ile 
ever of Terichs ({hould He 
Es into the Lords 
_ Treaſury, - 
Becauſe ( as the Learned | 
Brcer 


UMI | 
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« Bucer teacheth ) to be a 
&& leoxl or Azntichriſtian 
« Rzte, (ticks in 20 creature 
«of God , in no Gar- 
© ment, in no Figure, in no 
« colour , or in any work 
«of God, but inthe 277d 
© and profeſſion of thoſe 
<« that abuſe the good Crea- 
«rures of God, ad 174p145 
« Fompicationes , to Wicked 
* or ungodly purpoſes. 

Hereupon , Sc:o ( inquit 
Beza ) momunnllos ſublata 
erncis Adoratione”, aliquen 
ſign crncts uſum retinmſſe ; 
urantur igitur pſt, ficut par 
eſt, (ua kbertate. 

Bur laſtly , Admit thar 
our Rulers.ought to abol:ſh 
che thing that hath been ſo 
uſed to ſuperſtition, bur do 
not think fit to do itzand z- 
7oya us by their commands 
0) 
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Caſes of Conſcience 
ro leave tne ſuperttitious 
uſe, and to uſe 1t as we 
lawfully my; it need not 
enter into a Queſtion , 
Whether we ought not to 
forſake the ſuperſtition, and 
alſo to obey Authority in 
the [:wfull uſe ot thit thing 
without fear of ſuperſiitt- 
Ols 


CASE III. 


Whether the impnting of (ig- 
niticancy to thing S 1112Þ0 = 
ſed render them Superſti- 
a ” 


R<eſol. 


'R'ily ſome Reverend 
2ut "Learned men 
ſeem ſo affrighred at the 
very 
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very mention of ſacred my- 
ſfrcat Ceremnnes, ſeg cant 
[ym ts Rites of human? 
Irfticurton,that I cannot bur 
fear» as thy have appre- 
hended ſome very great 
danger in them, 

Should we once grantzthar 
Ceremonies ' of humane 
Irftirurion m'gat be ap- 
poinred to ſionif e the fa- 
vour of God , or the grace 
of the Sar anints * Or to 
be a zzeans of receiving any 
bleſſine from God ; no 
doubr, there is ſo much d-»- 
ger in it , that if cofrupt and 
jupe:Clirious men ſhould ar 
any time rule the Church, 
we may quickly have not 
onely Seve but Seventy 
rimes ſeven , 15 not tre, 
yet, Semi-Sacraments ; the 
Church and ſervice of God 
H being 
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being thereby obnoxious to 
all the antick and conceited 
crotchers that the vain 1ma- 
ginations of over-Curius 
men can cumber them with, 
untill they become ſtench 
in the noſtrils of all ſober 
and ſtaid 22:2, and of God 


himſelf, with the Church of 


Rome. 
But, if by Rtes and Ce- 
remonites we mean onely 
the Circumſtances of Di- 
vine Worſhip, by Scrip- 
ture lefr to the /berty and 
pruden@ of the Church; 
and by the /igmificancy of 
them, we intend nothing, 
but that they are fitted ro 
commend rhe exerciſe, 
with erder and decency, to 
expreſſe the gravity and de- 
votion of the worſhippers ; | 
tending alſo (as ſuch things 
are 


* 
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are c1pable ) to uniry . and 
ed'fication : 1f this be all, 
rruly I cannot diſcover /o 
mnch d'nger. 

Yea, give me leave to 
add, that to quarrel with 


chem , becauſe they are 


ſuch , ſeems to be angry 
' with theſe Ceremonies 


which are better, and be- 
cauſe they are better than 
others ; and ro quarrel 
with their very fitneſſe , and 
their conformity to the-ge- 
neral Rules of Scripture, by 
which alone they ought to 
be m2aſureds 
Agiin , if nothing that: 
is ſo Purely Ind (ferent , as 
to beof xo «ſe or ſervice ; 
and not to be more expe- 
dient- than inexpedient , 
ought to be impoſed, as all 
moderate men allow - and, 
H 2 ace 
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according to the opinion in 
hand, Nothing that hith 7s 
»{e or fiegnificancy may be 
required : who ſees not but 
the Church 18 cr#c:fied be- 
rween two Op:1075, that 0- 
penly 79 her of all power a- 
bour things indifferent ? 
Some very wiſe and un- 
ſuſpeKed perſons have 
freely declared themſelves 
not fo diſcover any ſuch 
danger \n the bare ſigmf.- 
caiicy of the Rites of the 
Church , as others are af- 
frighted with, © It is nor 
« lawfull (faith Peter ar- 
i tyr to Hoop:r) to deprive 
« rhe Church of that /:ber- 
«<7y, that ſhe ſhould nor 
& by her a&tions and Rites 
« of the Church , al:quid 
« fomficare , fam fie ſOme- 


he) 


« thing, Yea, (further ſaith | 


MEE - ” 
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he) che veiy Apoſtle himſelf 
uſed that liberty , when he 
taught, ut 111ts ſigns , that 
with thoſe ſigns they 
ſhould be admoniſked of 
their duty. Again, Kerns 
ſtgmficationes, Fc. the f19- 
nifications of things call ro 
our mind, quid ns deceat, 
what isexpedient. 11m1ſtr; 
mAgts Memores fint ſm ofſi- 
cli, | Vid. Aret. in 1Cor, 
10. 10. & 16. 16. Pet, 
Mart. in 1 Cor. 16.26, Ge- 
neva Annotations 11 I Cor, 
16, 20, Perkins Caſe. 
Conſci. cap. 3. Se. 3. ] 

Calvin alſo is nothing £4. In- 
ferrful to deliver his mind vn it, lib, 4. 
X : « 10,28, 
in the point : There arezg,  *? 
(faith he) Rites which draw 
Veneration to holy things, 
&c. with ſuch /:ttle helps we 
are provoked to piety,------ 

H.3 They. 


Caſes of Conſcience | 
They are adapted co the re- 
verence of holy Myfteries 3 
thereby the exerciſe 15 ſ#- 
ted to holineſſe, ----- They 
li] are not without fruit. 
| ; _ =-- Thereby the faithfull are 
 admoniſhed with what mo- 
| deſty and religion they a'e 
| to worſhip God. 
| ep.20. K neeling ( ſaith Beza ) 
when we receive the S1gus, 
hath a ſhew of Godly ard 
Chr, tian Venerat ion. 


| 


| 
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CASE £V. 


whether it be a {infull be- 
rraying or Chriſtian li- 
berry to obey the Law 
:n things Taudifferent in 
the Worſhip of God?. 


Reſol. 


His Queſtion ſeems to 

engage God and Caeſar ; 
and to cauſe a quarrel be- 
twixt Daty and Liberty, 
which neither God or (C 4- 
ſar , Duty or Liberty will 
own or defend, * 
. The Coubr apparently 
reſults out of a too groſle 
miftake of the »atwure of 
true Goſpel-Liberty ; the 
Internal part whereof, 
H 4 though 
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though it indeed free us 
from [ward Bondage , yer 
br:ds us the faſter in Ser- 
vice-t9 God : ſfothe exter- 
zal part thereof doth alſo 
deliver us from outward 
{lavery to the Iuſts of zz»; 
yer it the more obligeth us in 
&#uty to Superiours. 

Polanms placeth External 
Chriſtian Liberty ( which 
indeed 1s properly Chr:/t:- 
an yas 1t may be diftinguith- 
ed from Goſpe/-Liberty ) 
in two things, A Liber- 
ty from the Law of Mo» 
ſes; 2. A Liberry in the 
ule of [ad:ifferent things. 
Now , though the firſt 
branch may not be touch- 
ed, yet, he doubts not in 
the leaſt , but that th /atter 
may be determined, upon 
juſt occaſion of the Church- 
es 


UMI 


| 


avontr things 1241] erent. 
ches order , by lawful Au- 
thoticy. 

Libertas Chriſtiana eſt 
duplex ; a Legibus Mofis, 
& in Adiaphoris, quales 
ſunt Ceremonta humana aus 
foritate inſtitute , bon ordi- 


ms cauſa. Chriſtian liber- 


ry (faith Polanrs ) 1s two- 
fold; from the Laws of 17o- 
ſes, andin things :zdiffe- 
rent : of which ſort (mea- 
ning things Indifferent) are 
Ceremonies appointed by 
humane Authority for orders 

ſake. 
Now neither of theſe 
branches of Chriſtian Li- 
berty can . be ſoberly 
choveht ro make void the 
Law , as Moral or Natural, 
in any one jor or tittle of 
it, which our Saviour came 
to fulfill, AZatth. 5. and 
H 5 eſta” 
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eſtabliſh, Roms. 3. alr. bur to 
2fſerc, that Ralers have no 
power in things ſndiffe- 


rent, becauſe of Chriſtian 
liberty , ſeems to weaken | 
the arm of Authority Ec- 
cleftaſtical, Civil, Political, 
Oeconomical , and eyen to 
raze our the fifrh Comman- 
d:mert of the Moral Law: 
yea , What #nnatural Conſe- 

ences of all diſorder are 
hike to enſue, in Chearch, 
in State, in Famulies, and 
all Societies 1n the World ? 
che beauty and comlineſſe 
of all which lies not a little 
in che due order of things 
Indifferent. 

Yea , how ofren is the 
Apoſtle hinſelf, the great 
Afſerror of . Chriſtian TI 1i- 
berty , th'1s made an /zva- | 
der of it ? how Injuriouſ- | 


ly } 


o0#t things 4 11 ff ereMts 


ly did chat famous Synod, 
AR. 15. bid the Church 
to thoſe indifferent things? 
VVhac Conncil , Father, 
Schoolman, Church , nay, 
what wiſe man Was ever of 
this opinion ? or who is that 
ſolid Writer, in any age al- 
moſt, thar hath not declared 
the contrary ? 

Give me leave, there- 
fore, to repeat it, the na- 
ture of Chriſtian Liberty 
1s much miſtaken : Ir is 
not onely conſiſtent with, 
bur it even cor/ſteth 1n the 
dererminacion of chings in- 
different by lawfull Autho- 


rity. Ir 1s one part of this 


ſiberty { as Calv:z aſſerts ) 
that the Church hath power 
to regulate the Circum- 


55 | 


Libertas 


aufertu;, ? 
ablaio Fu- 
re Of L(- 


ſtances of Worſhip , for gibus, 


peace and unity , order and 
d2Cen- 


Caſes of Conſcrence 
decency ; and it 1s, no 
doubt, another great part of 
the ſaid Liberty , that che 
members of the ſame may, 
wichout fin , obey their Ru- 
ters 1n ſuch determinations. 


Ic 1s molt worthily ob- 
ſerved by the Apoſtle , that 


15a part of our Freed5z, 2s 


Chriſtians, that we may be 
the Lords free mea 1n our 
prblick capacity , and yet 
ſervants in our private ; our 
Chriſtian liberty being not 
infringed by our outward: 
duty. 

Moreover , that for the 
good of Society , the pres 


ſervation of our ſelves 


from /egal penalties , for 
our maintenance and lively- 
hood , we may be ſubjet 
ro the commands and lays 
of men , I take to be a 
very | 


ly 
1s 


ma e C09 


Ft 


— WS XY 2 


about things Indifferent. 133 
very valuable part of our 
liberty alſo; provided nos 
thing be required or a&ed 
againſt the Supremacy of 
our Lord Paramount in hea- 
Ven. 

Bur ler us a little mere 1 Coreg 
diſtinly conſider the A- 2022234 
poſtle z Let every one abide 
n the ſame calling (private) 
wherein he #5 called ; that 1s, 
to be a Chriſtian : Art thor 
called a ſervant, &C,. 
Wohence briefly nore , 

I. Are not all that are - 
called ro be Chriſtians , cal- 


| ledto the /iberty of Chriſti-. 


ans ? 

2. Dotrh not the Text 
aſlure us , that ths liberty 
to which we are called 1s. 
rruely conſiſtent with the 
Condition in which we are 
called > otherwiſe why 

ſhould 


/ y 


ſhould we abide in i: ? 

3. Isnot the ſtate of all 
perſons , called to the Chri- 
ftiins , (except ſupreme 
Magiſtrares) a ſtate of ſ#b- 
Jeon and ſervitude ? 

. Doth ir nor rhen 
moſt clearly follow , that 
Chriſtian liberty con/iſterh 
with, and ob/:geth unto, a/f 
kind of duty to all kind of 
Governours , to Fathers, 
Maſters, Hmusbands,(as the 
very Quakers acknowledge) 
Paſtors, K ings, and to God 
himſelf (as Ki 000d Chriſtt- 
ans have cauſe toglory) and 
that upon the firmeſt bonds 
and ries imaginable , of 
Wrath , of Conſcience , and 
the Lords ſake? 

Nam etfi conſcrentias 
proprie ſolus Deus ligat, 
&c, 

« For 
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" « For ( faich Beza) al- z, | 
& chouch God alone can TI 
= i properly bind the coxſci- 
ence ; yer ſo far as the 
wall hurch, with reſpe& to 
« Order and Decency, and 
* thereby to Edificaton , 
© doth rightly enjoyn , or 
* make Laws concerning 
<& things [ndifferent , thoſe 
« ſame Laws are ro be ob- 
«ſerved by all pious Per- 
*ſons; and they do ſo far 
' © bid the conſcience as that 
« no man | Sciens & prou- 
« Jes 6 rebellardi animo ] 
<« wittingly and willingly 
< with a purpoſe to diſobey, 
© can eicher do what is ſo 
&« forbidden, or omit what is 
| *(({ commmded , abſque 
| *©© peccato, Without fin, 


CASE 


ales of Conlcienee” 


CASE IIL 


What are we to do in caſe 
ſuch things are comman- 
ded us, as though we judg 
them lawful, yet others 
judge them ſinful , ard. 
will be offended at our 
doing of them? 


Reſo!l.: 


Y- have alrexdy. 
conlidered what 
is co be done, if things //z- 
fal 12 themſelves , or judg- 
ed ſo by #5, be injoyned 2: 
We are arrived co the z/- 
timate \cruple , touching 
the offexce that others may 
be likely co rake ar our pra- 
&ice, who conceive thoſe 
things which are. zzjoyned - | 
co 


about: things [ nd;fferent. 16 [ 
ro be anliwfull , and that | 
we ſhall /- if we do them. 
And the Queſtion 1s, hat zs 
to be done 14 this Caſe ? 

The ſcruple is evident- 
ly grounded in the Apoſtles 
Dire&ions about ſcardat'; 
the ſum of which is , that 

we muſt not uſe our liber= 
ty in indifferent things to 
= off ence of our weak, bro= 
ther. 

For ſatsfation to this: 
creat and preſent doubt, we 
muſt have /iberty a liccle to 
d'ſtingmſh. 

1. We muſt dinftinguiſh 
of the objelF of ſcandal ; 
it may be ſuch as offends 
onely oz2 way ; and it may 
be. ſuch as offends both 
wayes ; that 18, firſt rhe do- 
ing of a thing may offend 

| ſome, when the zo: doing 


of 


| 162 
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of jt offends none : This 
was the Caſe in the Apo- 
files time ; the raking of 
meat offered to Idols was 
apt to offend the weak bre- 
thren ; bur the zot eating 
of ſuch meat was not like- 
ly to offend any body : In 
ſuch a Caſe is evident, we 
ought not to eat to the of- 
fence of our brother. 

But in ſome Caſes theres 
18 a neceſsity of offence, whe- 
ther we do the thing , or 
whether we do it not; as 
in caſe of Conformity , our 
very ciſe; ſome, you ſay, 
that are weak will be of- 
fended if we do conform ; 
and you cannor ſay but thar 
{ome whom you judge weak 
alſo, will be offended if we 
do 10t, 
Now in this caſe there 
1s 


a Os 


 abont things Tudifferent, 


is noremedy, ſeeing T muſt 
do one or other , conform, 
or not , but to fly ro thar 
excellent Rule of Po/anw, 
and to conſider the perſons 
offended on both ſides, and 
ro weigh the mature of the 
off ence, 

Hereupon we muſt reſt 
farisfied in th#s iſſue ; where 


moſt, and of 0ſt conſide- 


ration are offended ; and 
where the nature of rhe of- 
fence is m29/t haixous, there 
we muſt forbear to uſe our 
liberty , .aNnd either do or 
nor do the thing in queſtt- 
on ; and ſo on the contras 
ry. 
Ler us then apply, and 
fairhfully anſwer our ſelves 


- whether the doing a lawful 


thing enjoyned by Aurho- 
riry , that Will offend our 
weak 


_ Caſes of Conſcience 
weak brethren be likely ro 
offend mare perſons and per- 
ſons of more conſideration, 
and give offence of a more 
hernous nature» than the ot 
49:19 of that lawful thing a- 
o1in{t the command of Au- - 
rhority, 

Here ſeem to- be three 
branches of the Compari- 
fon : r, Where more are 
tikely to be offended. 
2. Where more conſide- 
rable perſons. - 3. Where 
the nature of the offexcc is 
fouleſ#. 

Truly , T ſoberly chink, 
that Conformity in ſuch 
Lawfull things need not fear 
to compare with Nonu-con- 
formity , 1n any one of theſe 


three. 


1. If the Queſtion be, 
Whett.et Conformity or-. 
Non-- 


about things Ind ifferent. 
Non- conformity be likely 
to offend »29/f individual 
perſons in the Nation , it 
will not be difficult te an- 
ler, Its poſſible , the 192- 
p9/irg of ſuch things may 
offend many more than tho 
29t prathiſing ; but when 
rhings are once impoſed , ſo 
wiſe a Nation Will , I con- 
ceive, leave little room for 
the compariſon berwixt 
the extezt of ſcandal by 
Obedience and by D:ſobedi- 
ence, 
2, And much more, if 
_ Queſtion be touching 
e conſidera, leneſſe of the 
Ir off:nded on both 
ſides.” Tis roo truegthat Ofe- 
drecce in ſuch a coſe 15 Ntke- 
ly toſtirr up trouble , envy, 
diſcontent and  murmuring 


- In the minds of many of the 
| ordinaty 


165 I; 


Caſes of Conſcience 
ordinary fort of people 3 
bur whether, as to rhe great 
ends of the peace and good 
of the Church, the ordina- + 
ry ſort be the more co/t- | 
derable , will hardly brook 
an inquiry, Where:s, our 
Diſobedience , beſides rhe 
offence of ordinary veo- 
ple, is too likely ro offend 
che King , the Cort, the 
Conncill, the Parliament, | 
the Biſhops , the Lawyers, 
the Nob:lity , the Gentry, 
or beyond controverſie rhe 
greater part of them all ; 
bur even thus farr the Ar- 
oument 1s invincible ( 4 
A rnore ad Majus ) : If we 
mult forbear our liberty in 
caſe of offence to our weak | 
brother , much more in caſe 
of offence to Amthort- 
Ws. 
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3. Eſpecially , if we 
conlider the nature of the 
offence alſo on both fides. 
Where, firſt , we may com- 
pare the offence on both 
ſides with the offence rhe 
Apoſtle mentions, and then 
.weigh them oxe againſt a9- 

| ther. 

I. Firſt, comparing the 
ſcandal Iikely ro happen 

| upon our obedience , With 
> | the ſcandal of the weak, 
'» | mentioned by the Apoſtle, 
e | there ſeems to be this 

; | great difference : the ſcan- 
'- | dal mentioned by the Aps- 

al file, was, chiefly, if not (as 
e | an emment perſon aſſerts) 
n| ozely, unto ſis, And the 
th | great reaſon the Apoſtle 
ſe | gives, why we muſt nor uſe 
1- | our /iberty to the offence of 
our weak, brother , 1s , leſt 
we 
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Rom, 14. ve Jay a ſtumilipg-block 


13,15, 29z 
2I, 


Caſes of Conſcience 


before him, whereac he may 
fall: thar 1s, leſt he pre- 


1 Cor. * 9» fume afrer our exazple, to 


10, Il, I2, 1 


13s 


co ſomething aginlt his 
Conſcience, and” ſo fin 4a- 
gainft Chriſt, and be likely 
to periſh or tobe deſtrozed x 
the danger : therefore the 


Apoſtle tells us, lies nor fo | 
much in offexd:»g our bro- | 
ther in th2 E-ghiſh ſenſe, as | 
IN on? making nm by our | 


evil exampl2 to vfferd. 
Wherefore , the Apoſtle 
concludes , 1f meat make 


my brother to offend , I will | 


CA 740 fleſh , Of 1 Cor, 


C. 42. 

Bu now the off exce that 
is moſt likely ro enſue up- 
on our coxformty , 15 quite 
of another nature , there is 


lictle fear of drawing our 


off ene 


5 va. ov 
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offended brechrer. to like - 
| rhe wayesot Conformity ""0Y 
tne practice of Confor- 
miſts ; bur rather chey will 
Ike Conforns: ty and the 
perſons cor or ming ſo 
much the worſe, and oroW 
th2*more bitter againſt 
them. 

The my of this diffe- 
rence, I I con CCIVE, lies chus; 
In th2 time of the Apoſtle, 
thoſe were generally loo- 
ked u5on as the ſtrongeſt 
Diſciples that kxew their /1- 
berty H2ſt; and th+ others, 


III wn > > 


— 


I ts Peng eee, 


Pre» 


| that were weh, were apt= 


eſt to be offexd?d ; but 
now , thoſ2 rhar pretend ' 
off ence are the ſtrongeſt 1 in 
th2ir own opinion , and 
they judge it a weakzeſſe 1n 
thoſe rhat do conform : and 
no doubr, 1f any be likely _ 
I to 


Caſes of Conſcience 
to follow our examples 1n 


F@oform:ty, out of an opini- 
©. on of our ability to judge 


better than themſelves ; they 
wilt as eaſily follow our 
Judgement to9 , If we fir(t 
uſe due means of ſatzsfa- 
ftion to them; and then all 
the ſcraple 15 vaniſhed and 
o0Ne. 

2. Secondly , let us 
weigh them oze againſt an- 
other ; and compare rhe of- 
fence received by our weak. 
brethren upon our obedience, 


with thit received by A#- 


thority, upon our d:ſobe- 
ere. - 

If we onely do that 
which we may law ully 
do, and which we are co72- 
marnded to do, we do not 
give our weak, brother any 
offence , though he take it: 
there 


—_— ——,y Wer 1 9: 
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there is nor that per ſe, or 
nacurally floyving out of the 
uſe of my liberty » or the 
doing of my dzty, that would 
hart my brother , or rempe 
himto //-; he takes occafi- 
on of himſelf , not ar all gi- 
ven by me. | 
Bur now , by d:ſobed:- 
ence , (if rhe thing be /aw- 
ful rhar 1s inzoy ned) We 
ove offence to Aurhority, 
direftly and properly ſo; 
anl, as we have ſhewed, 


we can hardly eſcap2 /n 


herein againſt che / fi h 
Commainlemeat + which, in 
ever 19ta, AS well as all the 
reſt, our very liberty it ſelf 
eſtibliſherh, 

The ſum is this z by 
refuſing ro conform in 
ſuch a Tawful caſe , let we 


ſhould offexd our weak 
I 2 bro- 


I71 
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brother, ſeems 4:rettly to 
ſin our ſelves, to avoid an 
eccaſion Of ſin to im; to 
offend. God, rhe King, the 
Law, the Charch , and con« 
ſc:ence LOA), by ot doing Cur 
duty , left we ſhould oftend 
our brother by dorzg it. 

Therefore , we muſt d1- 
ſtinguiſh berwixe things 
Taud;ff erent , that are zot un- 
der the actual command of 
Authority ; and ſuchas are; | 
beiore they are comman- 
ded, things [:different, are 
1n our /:berty , and then, 
the Apes Rule holds, we 
muſt zc: #ſe our /iberty to 
the off exce of our brethren; 
but whar is required by 4#- 
thority, if it be ro longer in 
our /:berty, we muſt mind 
our duty. 

1his Rule therefore 
oreatly 


about things Ixdifferent. 


oreatly concerns Aag:- 
ſtrates m theic Impoſiti- 
ons , Who oughr ſill to fol- 
low the weighty advice of 


Mr. Caltuiz : Ler Charity 


ſubmic ro Faith, and Liber- 
ty to Charity ; but Subjefts 
mult not ſz , that they.may 
pleaſe their Prince , much 
lefſe their brother. * 
Beſides, we may diſtine 
ouiſh of offence, With re- 


ſpe& ro our brother offen- 


d:d ; if we offend him by 
doing our duty, we only 
tempt him to do his duty, 
though againſt his conſcr- 
ence ; on the other ſide, if 
we omit our duty, leſt we 
offend our {r:ther, do not 
we offend him re in the 


Ap:ſiles ſence, by tempting. 


him-to continne 12 fin, and 


E 3: to- 
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to embolcen himſelf in fin 
with a worſe conſcience ? 


174 


CASE. 
The Apoſtle hath laid dow 


A "54 how we are to uſe 
our liberty 1 in things In«| 

elifferent , _—_— our 
weak brother : cau Man 
by his commands. alter 
this Rule, or take off the | 
force of ut ? | 


Reſ JL : 


He Ap:Hles Rale 1s ab- 
ſolurety unalceradle , 
where the 7eaſoz of ir holds; 
and the objett is the ſame 


chat 13 Where the matter 15 
till izdifferent. 


2, Man 
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2, Man cannot make | 
things /ndifferent to b2- 
come zeceſſary in their na- 
tare; yer lawfull Auchority 
may and ought to judge 
| whenthe ex:gercies of rhe 
»# | Church make any thing ne- 
| ceſlary, as to its preſent uſe, 
z-| or forberrance, Theſe ne- 
ur | ceſſary things (ſaith that 
an | Counal, AQ, 15.) though ,.,C:8, 
er| they were not all neceſſary 
h:| in their nature , yet the 
| Council judged them neceſ- 
|  faryasto the preſent good of 
he Church, P_'s 
J, In ſuch Ciſes, for 
)-| the publick good of rhe 
) Church , Governaurs may 


3 and ought to derermine 
e the uſe of Urdifferent 
S things by their prudent 1m- 


poſitions : It ſeemed good to verl. 28, 
y the Holy Ghoſh ard to ms 
| ] 4 . ko 
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to lay upon you no other bur- 
then than theſe neceſſary 
things, 

And no lefle remarkably 
we find S'. Paxls power 
pyt forth, in x Cor.1r. and 
other places , in derermi- 
ning many Andifferent | 
things , for order and decen- 
cy in the Church of God. 
As Bur __ _ all 
this /gnifie , 1f theſe Apv- 
Palicat ob 3 5a 
no force, when a d:{content- 
ed perſon ſhall ſay he is of- 
fended ? 

Put caſe chat after the 
decree of the Synod in 
AF. 15, a particular mcem- 
ber ſhould have been of- 
ferded , thit his brother 
refuſed ro eat meat of- 
fered to 1dols, pleading 
that it was ſ#perſtition in 
him, 


about things Indi ferent. 
tim , or a loſing or be- 
traying the Chriſtian Li- 
berty : Or rthar others 
had been offended at 
thoſe particulars of De- 


-cency. and -Order in;oyned 
by the Apoſtle to the 
| Church of Corinth ; ur- 


oing that they were zot 
commanded of the Lord, 


| that therefore they were - 


Humane Inventions, New 


e | Ordizances, Additions to 


' Gods Word, and mW- 
| Worſhip, Can any ima- 


oine , Lhat the reſ of 
the people had been dif- 
charged of their duty, ei- 
ther co that famous Sy- 
od , -or that excellent 
Governour - the Apoſtle 
Pant, or that they were 
bound to ſuſpend ' their 
BE, 2 Obed:- 


Wa, 
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' Obedience , leſt they ſhould 
offend ſuch ſcrupulors Per- 
ſons ? I cannot think ir. 

We mult not oppoſe L:- 
berty to Neceſſity ; Charny 
to Duty; or the Offence of 
the Weak, to the Hrgher 


Powers. 


I, 
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CASE I. 


But it # vehemently urged 
by my brethren in the Mi- 
niſtry , that even therr 
credit and reputation will 

@ot ſuffer them to con- 
form ; th:y ſhall thus be- 
come vile to the people, 
as men that will do any 
thing to ſave their Li- 
vings; and then their Mi= 
niſtry will be fruicleſle, 
aud do no good among 
them ; What ts to be dowe 


in ſuch aCaſe e 
Reſol. 


F. His Caſe ſeems 

co ariſe from pru- 
dence and not conſcience * 
Herein we not pretend to 


fly 
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fly from /z to ſuffering, but 
from oze ſort of ſuffering 
ro an0ther, that is j1deed ra-| 
ther to be choſen 3: from 
ſuffering in our Reputation 
by Conformity, to the Pe- 
zalties of the Law for d:[- 
obedience ; which , whe@all 
rhings are conſidered , will 
be found tro ſavour more 
of the ftoutneſle and Xag- 
nanmity of an Heathen, 
than of the meekrefſe, hu- 
mility, and ſelf-denial of a 
Chriftian, or a miſter of 
Chriſt. 

2. A good. name mdeed 
1s a very pretious thing ; and 
co blot and ſtain it with any 
thing that is /izf»ll is to be 
abhorred more than death : 
for a good name 15 better 
than life 5 but to ſuffer 
therein without a cauſe , or 
In 
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in a good cauſe ; to ſuffer 
therein for well doing, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, the 
more prec1ous it 18 , the 
more :hank-worthy are ſuch 
ſuff2rines,and the more like 
Martyrdom. 

2. Bur if the !hrngs be: 


layyful thar are required,and 


the Authority be lawfull 
char -requires them , and 

God commandeth you 70 9 
bey thers that rule over you, 
in things that are lawfull g 
if the publique Peace , the 
000d of Soxls, the ſafery of 
the Charch, as well as. your 
own proſperity , do truely 
depend upon your. confor- 
mity ; and upon theſe , or 
like reſpeQs of Peace, Du- 
ty, and ſafety, you do: Con- 
form, and are cheretore re- 
proached and wounded in 
your 


. 0,084 
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your Names , I ſee not bur 
ch't you ſuffer in a very 
o00d cauſe , and your 
Names are Martyrs of the 
Charch of God , and the 
Souls of the people; in ſuch 
a caſe doubt not, to commit 
your Souls and Names into 
the hands of your God in 
well-doing , as into the 
hands of a faithfull Crea- 
tor , Who will find a time 
and a way to wepe off the 
dirt from his Jewels, and 
make your Kighteouſneſſe 
ſhine as the light , axd your 
annocency 4s the noon-day - 
When all men ſpeak, evil of 


ou (ſuch a rime there may 


be) for Chriſts ſake , rejoyce 
and be exceeding glad , for 
great 1s your reward 1n hea- 
VER, 

4+ But Jet us take a 
more 


_ 


more fteady view of the 
danger wich your reputa- 
t10n 15 really in , by confor- 
»ity in lawful chings. In 
order thereunto | let us 
werghthe ſtare and temper 
of the people with whom 
you credit and reputation 
lieth , and whom you fear ; 
they are uſually divided into 
three ſorts , tWo extremes, 
and a -1d4d/e more ſtaid and 


ſober ſort of people z the 


rwo extremes are the pro- 


fane and the giddy, z.e. ſuch 


as are zealons , but without 
kzowledge. | 
5. Now let it be ſeriouſ- 
ly reckoned what our repu- 
cation with theſe two ex- 
tremes \s worth , further 
than 1t may help us to 
ſave their ſouls. Again, 
How difficulc. and almoſt 
im- 
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impoſſible it is to have and 
keep a g99d Name , and a 
good Conſcience, With either 
of theſe : If we be farth- 
ful to their ſouls 11 reproof 
of fin , and prefling the 
power of godlineſs, will nor 
the profaze hate us and 
ſpeak, evil of us 2 And let 
one put ir ttome to you , 
What confiderable part of 
Reputation have you /eft 
(if you have indeed been 
thus faithful!) with them, 
ro hazard or -loſe by your- 
conformity ? Yea, Whether 
you ate not more certain 
eo contract the reproach and 
reviling of ſuch perſons by 
your Von-conformity ? and 
whether your Conformsty 
tay nor afford you more 
opportmanity .( by being a 
means of yonr continuing 
in 
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In your places) and alſo 
more advantage (bringing 
your prattice zearer to their 
principles and defires) of 
winmng, reforming, and ſa- 
ving the Soxls of the pro- 
faner ſort of your people, 
than your Noz-conformity, 


throwing you out of the 


Munſtry, and farther from 
the way and affettions of 


thoſe people , 15 hkely co. 


do? | 

6. As for the zealors 
part , I mean ſuch whoſe 
knowledge 1s ut ſmall, and 
their zeal much ; I confefle 
your r»tereſt'in them is de- 
ſervedly prized , becauſe 
they mean well, and in the 
main are many of them 
truely pious ; yetT judge it 
very unreaſonable to prize 
your iztereſ# 1n their favour 
and 
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Caſes of Conſcience 
and afteRion above the 1n- 
tereſt of their Sox/s, the in- 
rereſt of the Goſpe/, and of 
ns eras - Which 1s to 
ſer their good 09prn10z of us 
(falfly taken roo ) above 
our- 11miftry and the pub- 
lick Peace, above our duty 
to God and man. Ir is pol- | 
ſible we may ſuffer from | 
goed people , not onely for 
well going , but for doing, or | 
endeavouring to do them | 


goed ; and a Peter through | 


12norance may at Satans 
part , towards Chr:/# him» 
ſelf; but our Saviour hath 
encouraged us* with Mis 
own example , to ſacrifiſe 
not onely our Names, but | 
our Lives , to ſave, if 
poſſible 5 rhe wer y perſons 
chat would take them from 
us. 

7, Bze 


” 7. Beſides , when the 
Law for Conformity ex- 
trends to the People, as well 
as£0 the 14191ſtry, perhaps, 
by their own zeceſ/ity , they 
may learn more modeſty and 
charity towards us. 

And in the mean while 
theſe cenſurers are far more 


obnoxious to the cenſure 


and reproof of their Mm- 
fters , and all ſober people, 
for their raſhneſſe and un- 
charitableneſſe, than their 
Mimſters can ſo. much as 
ſeem to be, by doing their 
duty in a juſt Conformuty : 
and, - if meerly to gratifie 
them, we ſuſpend obedience 


' to our ſuperiors, we ſeem to 


ſacrifiſe Charch, and State, 
our ſelves, and all , as far as 
in us lies, to the very he 


72urs of our peoples 
8, Our 
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Caſes of Conſcience 

8, Our own experience 

( many of us I am ſure ) hath 
ſufficiently reproached us 
already , for our being ſo 
much /ead by the fool:ſh 
fire of the ſtrange zeal of 
ſuch kind of people ; we 
have ſeen that there 1s no 
meaſure in their principles, 
no bounds in their practt- 
ces, and many of us haye 
once already , by makmg 
chem our gwrdes , loft our 
wayes , our ſelves, and our 
credits, and' reputation, as 


well with ozr ſe/ves, as with | 


all ſober and well rempe- 
red perſons ; and ſhall we 
now take ſanttuary there to 
fave our credits, where our 
repntation hath Z/ed, and 
our Names have ſuffered e-. 
ven to death already ? Is 


not the good of the 
Charch, 


| ſub ſpecie find 1 periettio- 


tolerare poſſmnins , aut in 
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Charch , the ſervice of 
Souls, the proteCtion of the 
Laws , and juſ# obedience 
to God and the K:2eg, a bet-' 
ter refuge , and of berter 
rEpHr at 107, than che P1710 
of a few :7co:/iderable cen- 
ſorious perions ? Ler it be 
witely confidered. 
9. Ler us ponder alittle 
the :entence of Calvin, paſ- 
ſed long agon upon ſnch m_ 
kind of people , the tr} verl 
of which much l2re experi py, arc, 
ence hath {-4l-d to : Car z, 


ms unperfettionem willam 


corpore, aut 1 memb 1: Ec- 
clepa, turc D, aw!u nos 
Tumefacere Superbia, & 
Hypoerifs ſ:dacere nomea- 
mmnr ; -1n which wo-d- he 
plainly fathers ſuch blind, 


raſh, 


190. 


Caſes of Conſcience 


raſh , and cenſorious zeal 
upon the Devi/, and upon 
tne works of the Devil, Se- 
duttien, Pride, and Hypo- 
crifie. 

10. Now if we do 1n- 
deed ſo highly value the 
love of ſuch peopl2 , have 
We not reaſon to anſwer 
their Love? And hoy can 
chis be better effeRed than 
by endervouring to reco- 

2r th-m our of the ſnare of 


the Devil, both by Doftrine 


or good example ; 1 mean 
che rather for ther ſakes, 
to yield o\fedience to thoſe 
things that ozr people ought 
ro know we judze to be 
lawful; and that they may 
alſo be truly ſarished how 
ready we are” ro do any 
thing that 1s not ffs, ra- 
ther than to lay down the 

| | Mite 
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Miniſtry and ſervice of 
their Souls ; a far better 
way, I think, co expreſle our 
hearty affection to them, 
than by indulging their pre- 
jud:ces, graritying their v1- 
ces y Or out -of a ſenſeleſle 


tenderneſſe of our intereſt in 


them, to ſuffer our ſelves by 
the power of the Tempter. 
to bz ſeduced with them in- 
toa ſtate of wretched ſepara- 
t10n, 
* If a// chart hath been ſaid 
cannot ſatzsfie, ler it alſo 
be ſeriouſly conſidered, how 
often our Sawvionr hazird- 
ed his Name with the Peo- 
ple, that he might falfill 
his 27*7ffry , unrill he had 
gotten the ſlanaer of a 
friend of Publicans and ſine 
ners 4 thit his Apoſtle Pe- 
ter vent#red his credit even 
TE wich 


UMI 
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192. 


of people , that are fixed 


Caſes »f Conſcience 
with the Church', th pre 
re/# of the Church, that he 
might anſwer his cal from 
Heaven , and diſpenſe the 
Goſpel to his new charge the 
Gentiles : And liftly , How 
doth Paal alſo run thz ven- 
cure of a ſcaudaloits reputa- 
tion , Of time , and compa- 
ny-ſerving , Of men pleas 
ſing, $c. When to the Jew 
he b:com2s a Jews and to 
cthoſ2 without Law, as if 
without Law ; even alles 
th:ugs (lawfull) to all mer ; 
which yer he ſticks not at, 
as himſelf glories, for the 
Goſpels ſake, and that he 
might obtain opportunity 
and advantage to win 
Souls, 

11. But beſides theſe two 
extreams,ther's a midle ſort 


upon 
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upon ſober and fftard Prin- 
ciples of a better reputati- 
on by far than either or 
both'of the fo:mer ; indeed 
if our Coxformity ſhould 
forfeir our credit with 


theſe, I ſhould much ſuſpe& 


It, 

I2. But here you muſt 
not underſtand by this ſo» 
ber fort of people , only 
the ſober people of your 
own Pariſhes , that 1s tos 
zarrow and ſhort a meaſure 
of them ; but the ſober and 
moderate part of the Kzng- 
| dome , as you may find chem 
in all razks and qualitres, 
degrees and callings of men, 
as hath been before more 
largely obſerved. 

13. Now, I think, I may 
ſay with confidence , that 
| K theſe 


I93 


Caſes of Conſcience © 
thefe you will find eitter 
profeſſedly for Conformity 
themſelves, or elſe ſo wiſe, 
fo juſt , and charitable to 
you, as (unleſle you have 


| formerly forfeiced your cre- 


dic and reputation * with 
them , by ſome. notorious 
appearances of your times 
ſerving) to put a better in- 
terpreration upon your hum- 
ble and peaceable /ub-ſſion 
#9 Authority, then you ſeem 
to: hope. for. 

M.. Yea,though.yaur »ame 
and efteem ſhould ſeem ro 
be conſuned in = zeal and 
rage of the piddy and pro- 
fp fort the wo 94 
(wich whom it cannot /ong 
ke) yer deſpair not , buc | 
by your wiſe and ſober 
converſations , your dili- 
gence and labours in the | 
[ets 


+ 8 G6 T1 A © 


. about things Indifferent « 
ſervice of the Goſpel, yout 
peaceable demeanour in 9- 
bday co the Laws, there 
will ariſe, as it were, out of 
che aſhes of the old , a New: 
Name , andbertcer reputati- 
on to you, in the good opr- 
2103 of this better generati- 


' on , the wiſe and ſober ſort 


of the people, 

35, However caſt the 
worſt ; thou haſt chus ſacrr- 
ficed thy Name for the diſ- 


charge of thy dxty to God. 


and the King ,. to. the 
Church and thy Charge, and 
no doubr to thine own cox- 
ſcience ,- \f this be all thy 
ſcruple ; for 1 cannot be= 
lieve that he thi: ſo much 
values the good op:x10z of 
the wnlgar , can ever have 
a good. op!mon Of himſelf; 
er he that dare hazard the 


K el peace: 


16, 
Confel. 
Suey, Co 
I4., 


5; 7 


Caſes of Confcrenee 
peace of the Charchfor his 
credit with the people > can 
have much quier in-his own 
breaſt ; or one that hath more 
confidence 11 the eſteem of 
the multitude than in the 
fawonr of his Prince , or the 
proteition of the Laws, can 
eaſily ſatzsfie his own conſci- 
ENCE. 

For I muſt needs confeſs 
with that famous C harch , 
Crvil:bus le g1bus » qua cunt 


| pretate non pugngnt e0 qui ſ- 


ue Chriſtiants paret promp- 
i quo fide Chriſt: ; >. 
butus plemus ; That every 
Chriſtian, by how much the 
more he ſavours of the faith 
of Chriſt , by ſo. much the 
more prompt and ready he is 
to conform to rhe Laws of 
men, Which are nor Contrary 
co the Las of Ged. 
'# &,& $:® 
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